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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. 
 -Matthew 28:19-20 
 
Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in 
Whatcom County, including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org. 
 
For St Joseph Staff Information, visit: https://stjoseph-stpeter.org 
 

Pastor’s Note________________________________________ 

Prayers of the Faithful 

I want to apologize for not asking our staff to include the Annunciation Parish Community in Minneapolis in our 
intercessions last weekend. That was an oversight and, unfortunately, a common one on my part. 

I honestly struggle a lot with what to include in the intercessions. 

As a rule, I do not want to use the Prayers of the Faithful as a news bulletin. I find if we pray for every natural 
disaster or tragedy or national news event, the Intercessions become more about people listening to see what 
we include and what we don’t, than it is about praying to God for large categories of needs. So I have instructed 
our staff to use hardcover books of intercessions that base the prayers off of the readings, rather than writing 
fresh prayers each week based off of news broadcasts. This also means we miss most national holidays, too. 

That said, from time to time it is appropriate to add intercession for larger occurrences. We certainly did so 
during COVID, and the Archdiocese has asked us to do so for the duration of Partners. And we pray for the sick 
and dying of our communities (which also ends up, unfortunately, being a local news bulletin, but there is no 
escaping that). So I cannot say that specific intentions are wrong. The question I struggle with is, what rises to 
the level of requiring a specific intention? I do not trust my judgement on that question, so I have excluded 
current events entirely. 

But I agree that Minneapolis should have been an exception. 

 

First Friday Confessions 

I am also struggling with the question of what to do about First Friday Confessions. When I held them exclusively 
at Assumption, before Partners, I would consistently have 60 – 90 minutes of confessions each month, just for 
one priest. But once we started rotating, and having 3 – 4 priests available, we only ever seem to have 5 or fewer 
people, which is not a good use of such an event. 

I have been thinking the problem comes from the rotation. Rotations mean inconsistencies, making it hard for 
people to develop a habit. So I am considering putting them back at Assumption every first Friday, since 



Assumption’s confession line is so long on Saturdays that it could use the help. However, even though 
Assumption was originally built with four confessionals, it now only has one, and it is awkward to fit all the 
priests there. So I may also make the first Friday confessions permanent in Ferndale (which is equally central), 
since that church has two full confessionals and two back rooms that work very well. 

If you have thoughts, I would appreciate them. 

May the Lord bless you and your families  

 

 

Archdioceses News__________________________________ 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development  
Sept 13-14 
The Catholic Campaign for Human Development addresses the root causes of poverty in America through 
promotion and support of community-controlled, self-help organizations and transformative education. 
 
Jubilee Year 2025 
Encourage your parishioners to make a pilgrimage to one of our five local pilgrimage sites! Learn about the 
Jubilee Year, find more details, download our communications toolkit and assets, view upcoming Jubilee events 
and more by visiting 

 
Parish News________________________________________ 
 
Faith Formation 
St Joseph Registration for 2025-2026 classes are now CLOSED. Faith formation classes will start on Wednesday 
September 17. Please call the office if you have any questions regarding Faith formation Classes 
 
St Joseph Youth Group  
We invite all the kids ages 13-17 to St. Joseph High School Youth group. The group will meet every other Sunday 
from 9:30 am-10:45 am. If you need more information or need to sing up your kids, please contact Marisol at 
marisole@stjospeh-stpeter.org on (360)354-2334. 
 
Coffee Hour 
We have a new coffee hour plan, starting 9/14/25, But we need Volunteers to make it happen. Please contact 
Marilyn Wyss at 360 961 1168 or wyssm@outlook.com. Please see attached flyer for more information 
 

Affiliated Organizations________________________ 
Hope House Ministry 
Hope House is a ministry of Catholic Community Services providing essential items to homeless and low-
income families throughout Whatcom County and operates out of a building located in the Assumption Church 
parking lot. There are certain items that are frequently requested at Hope House that are always in short supply. 
For the month of September, we would like to focus on collecting just one of these items--TOWELS (both for the 

mailto:wyssm@outlook.com


bath and kitchen). Towels need to be free of stains and in good condition. You can drop donations at the parish 
office, and one of our St. Joseph parishioners (who is a Hope House volunteer) will transport them, where they 
will go directly into the hands of someone in need. We will focus on a different much-needed item in October. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
Assumption Online Bible Study 
Bible Study- Tuesdays Online You are welcome! Join us! Beginning Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
Afternoon and evening zoom groups: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 
Study-Gospel of Matthew; NT Wright  
Sign up and information: contact Lynn Ann lab1945@live.com 
 
 
St Lorenzo Celebration 
“The Filipino Ministry of Whatcom County invites you to celebrate the Feast of San Lorenzo Ruiz de Manila on 
Sunday, September 28, 2025, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Ferndale. 
The mass will begin at 10:00 a.m. with a few Filipino liturgical hymns. Following the Mass, please join us for a 
potluck lunch reception in the parish hall, where you can also enjoy a Filipino cultural dance presentation. 
If you have any questions, contact Tess Bandolon at 360-319-0196. We hope to see you there!” 
 
For Catholic Women 18 and older 
Our first meeting of the new season is on September 20th at St. Joseph's in Ferndale. 
We are a group that is over 100 years old! 
We will start at 2pm with the rosary and prayer. Then our speaker will be from Prepares to talk about 
what this program is doing for families in the county. Remember to bring your diaper donations. (Sizes large and 
extra-large are needed. ) After the speaker we will talk about what events and other topics will be coming during 
our business meeting. 
***A Junior Catholic Daughters local group is beginning too, so if you have a daughter aged 7-18, please see the 
flyer about time and place.  
Any questions: contact Michele King at michele@kingspace.us or Sandy Malpezzi at 
Sandysuperboys@yahoo.com. 
 
Join us at the Sept 18th Northern Deanery High School event in Mount Vernon 
Are you interested in learning more about the Northern Deanery Catholic High School project? Please join us for 
an inspirational gathering on Thursday, Sept 18th from 5-7 p.m. in the St. Joseph Center at ICRS, 215 N 15th 
Street, Mount Vernon. 
Our program for the evening includes: 
· Shawn Hoban, co-founder of Archbishop Murphy High School in Everett, will share his inspiring journey 
launching the school. 
· Benjamin Hall, a rising Senior at Bishop Blanchet High School in Seattle, will give a student’s perspective on 
the value of Catholic education. 
· Dr. Andy Remien, NDCHS Director of Implementation, will share some exciting updates and news about the 
high school project. 
· Catering will be provided by COA Mexican Eatery & Tequileria, an ICRS family. 
Please RSVP to ndhs@whatcomcatholic.org by Sept 15th. Thank you! 
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Viking Catholic 
Viking Catholic is EXCITED to announce the tickets for the annual Spirit of Newman are open! The Spirit of 
Newman is a formal Gala Dinner and auction held on Saturday November 15th at the Four Points by Sheraton in 
Bellingham. Every year guests get a chance to hear student testimonies, eat a delicious dinner, and witness 
firsthand the incredible work the Lord is doing through Viking Catholic. CLICK HERE for more information and 
details about the event.  
 

 

In Case you missed it______________ 
 
September’s PREPARES Special offering: 
We hope to see all interested Women from Whatcom Catholic as well as any “young ladies” who would like to 
attend with their moms/Grandmas at our Annual Baby Shower. 
next Sunday from 4-6:00pm at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church Hall 205 12th Street, Lynden. The purpose is 
threefold: 
1) to celebrate New Life in our own Church Families while 
2)providing for our neighbors in need by bringing monetary or unwrapped donations of essentials for families 
pregnancy through age 5 children, and 
3) having a good time doing it! There will be yummy treats and plenty of door prizes - so come and enjoy Joyfully!  
Invitations for Honored Guests with new babies since last September have been delivered - but if you have not 
yet been contacted, please call Pam - we have Special Gifts with which we want to Honor our Parishes Moms. 
New this year will be the opportunity to take a brief tour of our new PREPARES Giving Garage and Basement 
Boutique next door at the Whatcom Catholic Annex Offices House. Please call or text Pam Ames at 360)510-
2334 as soon as possible as we must limit attendees to the first 60 who RSVP. Looking forward to the day and 
meeting women from ALL around the county! 

 
 
Upcoming______________________________________________________________ 

 
Sunday, September 7 

• St Peter – Confession 8:15am 
• St Peter – 8:30 am Mass 
• St Joseph – 11 am Mass 
• St Joseph Prepares Baby shower 4-6pm 
• St Joseph (Spanish Rosary) – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Youth Group – 7pm-9pm 

Monday, September 8 

• St Peter – 9am Mass 
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Tuesday, September 9 

• St Joseph – Moring prayer group 9-11am 

Wednesday, September 10 

• St Joseph confession – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish Mass 6pm 

Thursday, September 11 

• St Joseph – Patriotic Rosary 11am 
• St Peter – Social Action 3pm-5pm 

Friday, September 12 

• St Joseph – 9am Mass 
• St Joseph – Divine Mercy Chaplet 2pm 

Saturday September 13 

• St Joseph - Little Giants 11 am 
• St Joseph - Confessions 4pm 
• St Joseph – Mass 5pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish rosary 6pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish Mass 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Partners in the Gospel  

Preparation for October Listening sessions: 

 

• In the upcoming sessions we will be asked to answer in a synodal fashion the 
question “What are our Gifts?”. 

• This process is necessary as we continue to determine how we will become 
One Canonical Parish, encompassing all of Whatcom County. 

• This One Parish Plan began more than a year ago and now it is our co-
responsibility as people in the pews to help form the answer to that question. 

• To make the listening sessions possible we need help in the form of people 
willing to facilitate small groups and notetakers to record what is said. 

• After the listening sessions are completed, we may need volunteers to help 
organize and summarize the collected comments so that we may report that 
summary back to you. 

•  Postcard-sized forms were passed out at Mass this weekend to ask for your 
commitment to attend and help with the listening sessions.   

• A list of the dates will be found at church, in bulletins, and will be available 
after Mass. 

• (Each location is tasked with listing the session dates for their location at 
this spot in the bulletin announcement) NOTE this requires editing and the 
bolded words to be removed after you edit it) 

 



 

 



 


