Weekly Bulletin

ST JOSEPH, LYNDEN AND ST PETER DEMING
SEPTEMBER 14, 2025

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in
Whatcom County, including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org.

For St Joseph Staff Information, visit: https://stjoseph-stpeter.org

Pastor’s Note

Reach More Training

This month we are starting another round of Reach More training, and the parish staff is also going to begin their
own version.

Reach More (https://www.ecreachmore.com/) is a program developed by the Evangelical Catholic
(https://evangelicalcatholic.org/) that trains lay people on how to invite their family, friends, and acquaintances
into Jesus-centered relationships. For many people this looks starting small prayer groups and Bible studies,
but for others it looks like one-on-one accompaniment or different forms of community building.

Unfortunately, Catholic culture has a tendency to believe that “spiritual work” is the exclusive domain of the
priests and religious orders, so training like this is extremely necessary. All of the baptized share in the
evangelical mission of the Church, but most people have never been given the tools to engage in that mission.
This 12-week program helps people (1) learn how to pray, (2) learn how to pray about the people in their life, and
(3) invite those people into Jesus-centered relationships.

Ultimately, my hope is that every Catholic in Whatcom County has a small community of prayer that they are
part of, in addition to their weekend Mass community. That requires a LOT of people getting trained on how to
develop and organize these types of small communities. | am also asking the staff to take this training so that
they have a deep understanding of where our Catholic community is headed.

If this is something you think you might be interested in, please consider reaching out to your local parish office
to see if there is a group you can join. Ideally, group leaders would be chosen from group participants.

Meeting with CTK

When we first learned that all of the Catholic Churches in Whatcom County would join together for Partners in
the Gospel, | immediately started thinking about this as the “CTK Model”. Christ the King (CTK) is the only other
church that | know about that has implemented a county-wide distributed model here in Whatcom, and | figured
we could learn a lot from them about their experiences.



Well this week, |, Kathy Ernst (our Regional Director of Pastoral Ministries), and Olivia Phillips (our Regional
Director of Operations) sat down with CTK’s Executive Pastor, Outreach Pastor, and Downtown Campus Pastor
to pick their brains and learn from them. It was a really excellent and helpful meeting, and | am so glad we were
able to hold it. My big takeaways from the meeting were (1) we should probably find a way to do more all-staff
meetings and retreats and (2) the more time staff spend in relationship with parishioners, the more parishioners
feel comfortable going to staff (and not just the priests). But beyond the specific nuggets of wisdom, it was also
really nice just to find common ground with other Christians in Whatcom County and to renew our shared
commitment to preaching the Gospel. Making common cause with fellow Christians is something | hope we can
find more opportunities for as we grow into our county-wide identity.

May the Lord bless you and your families

Archdioceses News

Catholic Campaign for Human Development

Sept 13-14

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development addresses the root causes of poverty in America through
promotion and support of community-controlled, self-help organizations and transformative education.

Jubilee Year 2025

Encourage your parishioners to make a pilgrimage to one of our five local pilgrimage sites! Learn about the
Jubilee Year, find more details, download our communications toolkit and assets, view upcoming Jubilee events
and more by visiting

Parish News

Faith Formation
St Joseph Registration for 2025-2026 classes are now CLOSED. Faith formation classes will start on Wednesday
September 17 at 6:30pm. Please call the office if you have any questions regarding Faith formation Classes

St Joseph Youth Group

We invite all the kids ages 13-17 to St. Joseph High School Youth group. The group will meet every other Sunday
from 9:30 am-10:45 am. If you need more information or need to sing up your kids, please contact Marisol at
marisole@stjospeh-stpeter.org on (360)354-2334.

Coffee Hour
We have a new coffee hour plan, starting 9/14/25, But we need Volunteers to make it happen. Please contact

Marilyn Wyss at 360 961 1168 or wyssm@outlook.com. Please see attached flyer for more information

SAVE THE DATE
Annual Craft & Bake Sale is Saturday, November 22", Contact Julia Gassman (360) 220-
3975/juliagassman@comcast.net for information or to get involved. Last year was a lot of fun and very
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successful. Please start crafting and finding those baking recipes. It takes all of us to put this together, your help
is much appreciated.

New office hours

Starting on the week of the 6™ of October, the Parish office will be closed on Thursdays, this is being used for
staff to focus on administrative tasks, and this is being practice at Sacred Heart, Assumption, and St. Joseph
Ferndale.

Affiliated Organizations

Men’s Bible Study & Faith Sharing Group — Begins Thursday, 9/11
All men of Whatcom Catholic Churches are invited to join our Catholic Men’s Bible Study group,
starting Thursday, September 11, at 6:30 PM St Joseph, Ferndale in the Disciple’s Den.

This weekly gathering is a space for men to grow in faith, deepen their relationship with Christ, and
support one another through Scripture, prayer, and open discussion. No prior Bible study experience is
necessary—just come with a desire to grow and connect. Contact David for more information: 360-594-
9426.

In Case you missed it

Hope House Ministry

Hope House is a ministry of Catholic Community Services providing essential items to homeless and low-
income families throughout Whatcom County and operates out of a building located in the Assumption Church
parking lot. There are certain items that are frequently requested at Hope House that are always in short supply.
For the month of September, we would like to focus on collecting just one of these items--TOWELS (both for the
bath and kitchen). Towels need to be free of stains and in good condition. You can drop donations at the parish
office, and one of our St. Joseph parishioners (who is a Hope House volunteer) will transport them, where they
will go directly into the hands of someone in need. We will focus on a different much-needed item in October.
Thank you for your generosity!

Assumption Online Bible Study
Bible Study- Tuesdays Online You are welcome! Join us! Beginning Tuesday, September 16, 2025

Afternoon and evening zoom groups: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Study-Gospel of Matthew; NT Wright
Sign up and information: contact Lynn Ann lab1945@live.com

St Lorenzo Celebration

“The Filipino Ministry of Whatcom County invites you to celebrate the Feast of San Lorenzo Ruiz de Manila on
Sunday, September 28, 2025, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Ferndale.

The mass will begin at 10:00 a.m. with a few Filipino liturgical hymns. Following the Mass, please join us for a
potluck lunch reception in the parish hall, where you can also enjoy a Filipino cultural dance presentation.
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If you have any questions, contact Tess Bandolon at 360-319-0196. We hope to see you there!”

For Catholic Women 18 and older

Our first meeting of the new season is on September 20th at St. Joseph's in Ferndale.

We are a group thatis over 100 years old!

We will start at 2pm with the rosary and prayer. Then our speaker will be from Prepares to talk about

what this program is doing for families in the county. Remember to bring your diaper donations. (Sizes large and
extra-large are needed. ) After the speaker we will talk about what events and other topics will be coming during

our business meeting.

***A Junior Catholic Daughters local group is beginning too, so if you have a daughter aged 7-18, please see the
flyer about time and place.

Any questions: contact Michele King at michele@kingspace.us or Sandy Malpezzi at
Sandysuperboys@yahoo.com.

Join us at the Sept 18th Northern Deanery High School event in Mount Vernon

Are you interested in learning more about the Northern Deanery Catholic High School project? Please join us for
an inspirational gathering on Thursday, Sept 18th from 5-7 p.m. in the St. Joseph Center at ICRS, 215 N 15th
Street, Mount Vernon.

Our program for the evening includes:

- Shawn Hoban, co-founder of Archbishop Murphy High School in Everett, will share his inspiring journey
launching the school.

- Benjamin Hall, a rising Senior at Bishop Blanchet High School in Seattle, will give a student’s perspective on
the value of Catholic education.

- Dr. Andy Remien, NDCHS Director of Implementation, will share some exciting updates and news about the
high school project.

- Catering will be provided by COA Mexican Eatery & Tequileria, an ICRS family.

Please RSVP to ndhs@whatcomcatholic.org by Sept 15th. Thank you!

Viking Catholic

Viking Catholic is EXCITED to announce the tickets for the annual Spirit of Newman are open! The Spirit of
Newman is a formal Gala Dinner and auction held on Saturday November 15th at the Four Points by Sheraton in
Bellingham. Every year guests get a chance to hear student testimonies, eat a delicious dinner, and witness
firsthand the incredible work the Lord is doing through Viking Catholic. CLICK HERE for more information and
details about the event.
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Upcoming

Sunday, September 14

e St Peter-Confession 8:15am

e StPeter-8:30 am Mass

e StlJoseph-11am Mass

e StlJoseph (Spanish Rosary) - 5pm

e StlJoseph-Youth Group-7pm-9pm

Monday, September 15

e St Peter-9am Mass
Tuesday, September 16

e StlJoseph-Moring prayer group 9-11am
Wednesday, September 17

e StJoseph confession-5pm
e StJoseph-Spanish Mass 6pm
e StJoseph - Faith Formation Classes 6:30pm-7:30pm

Thursday, September 18

e StJoseph - Patriotic Rosary 11am
e St Peter-Social Action 3pm-5pm

Friday, September 19

e PREPARES Diaper Giveaway
e StJoseph-9am Mass
e StJoseph - Divine Mercy Chaplet 2pm

Saturday September 20

e StJoseph - Little Giants 11 am

e StJoseph - Confessions 4pm

e StlJoseph-Mass 5pm

e StJoseph-Spanish rosary 6pm

e StJoseph-Spanish Mass 7pm

e StlJoseph-Nocturnal Adoration 8pm-10am
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IN THE GOSPEL

Participant’s Guide
“What are our gifts?”
Process reminders

. We are working together to re-envision our parish family and understand how
we want to be one community moving forward. So, your voice is important. Thank
you for participating.

. This confidential listening session is a “safe place” where people should feel

free to share openly. Please be sure to maintain confidentiality.

. During this listening session, each person shares in turn. There is no back-

and-forth, no responding, no agreement or disagreement. We simply listen without

responding.

. The facilitator will keep time as needed.

. At the end of the round, each person will share what they heard.

. Even if someone “says what you were going to say,” go ahead and share from

your own perspective.

. There will be time for free conversation at the end of the small group session.
Round One

How have your experiences in our parish (and your experience of the parish’s gifts and
charisms) brought you closer to God? What has been spiritual impact of your participation
with our parish?

Round Two

If you had to describe the main gifts and charisms of our parish to a newcomer in one
sentence, what would you say? What is your favorite part about being a parishioner? What
stands out to you as something to be proud of?






