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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. 
 -Matthew 28:19-20 
 
Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in 
Whatcom County, including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org. 
 
For St Joseph Staff Information, visit: https://stjoseph-stpeter.org 
 

Pastor’s Note________________________________________ 

High School at Sacred Heart 

The Northern Deanery Catholic High School (we promise this is not the permanent name) Steering Committee 
has requested to use Sacred Heart’s Parish Hall as its temporary location while it gets establishes and looks for 
a more permanent home. You can read my letter to the Sacred Heart community about hosting a high school 
here. 

Parish Family Listening Sessions 

Thanks to a lot of hard work from our PFAC (Parish Family Advisory Commission), we are ramping up to hold our 
first Partners in the Gospel listening sessions in October. Please make sure you look for a list of dates and times 
at your location and put them on your calendar NOW. The PFAC would also really appreciate if you could fill out 
and return one of their RSVP postcards. That will make the sessions themselves go more smoothly. 

Now, I want to explain why these are important and to address some skepticism that I have heard. 

Importance: There is nothing more important than our salvation through Jesus, and everything the Church does 
must be animated by a desire to receive and spread that salvation. Partners in the Gospel is an administrative 
reorganization that aims to make our parish communities more effective at preaching the Gospel, especially in 
light of diminishing numbers of priests, parishioners, and resources. 

The reason these listening sessions are important is because the leaders do not have all the answers. 

Archbishop Etienne is a pretty astute guy, and I certainly think the world of myself (        ), but our experiences are 
limited. If we were to make HUGE decisions based only on our own perspectives, those would likely be bad 
decisions. The larger the decision, the larger the number of people we need to hear from. The listening sessions 
serve to allow us to hear from the maximal number of people, so that we can make the largest administrative 
decision to face our Archdiocese since Vatican II. 

Skepticism #1: This is an unimportant question. Fair enough. The first question is “Who are we?”, which totally 
seems like a softball that is not going anywhere. But this is important for two reasons: 

 



Answering this question allows us to determine what is not working in our parishes and what is working. When 
we make concrete decisions later on (“Who do we want to become?” and “How do we get there?”), we do not 
want to be fixing things that are not broken or abandoning practices that are currently very effective. 

The first question is intentionally a softball. We want an easy run to work out all the kinks in the system. We do 
not want to be answering a super contentious question while we are also stumbling over the process. We need 
people to come to these early sessions so that they become comfortable with how these listening sessions go. 
Then, in later phases, we can focus more on the question than on the process. 

Skepticism #2: Nothing we say is going to matter. Some of this is based on folks’ experiences of the listening 
sessions leading up to Partners in the Gospel. I have certainly heard about some poorly run processes in that 
lead up and I am sorry if that was your experience. That said: 

There is a difference between being heard and getting our way. Just because the result is different than the 
opinions we expressed does not mean that those opinions were ignored or had no effect. 

At Assumption, at least, I did find the listening sessions helpful. And the conversations with parishioners 
afterward, prompted by those sessions, were also helpful. My mind changed a few times in the lead up process, 
based on the conversations I was having. 

I served on the Presbyteral Council at the time of the family-ing decisions, which was one of two large 
committees that made the ultimate recommendations to the Archbishop about the parish families. I can tell 
you that before every single decision we read aloud the summary sheet coming out of all the affected parishes, 
and that many decisions were affected (and sometimes changed) based on what those sheets said. 

Ultimately, no one can control whether I or the Archbishop listen to the parishioners. The two of us will have to 
answer to Jesus at the end of our lives about whether we acted with integrity, empathy, and openness. But, 
whether you trust us to listen or not, you can control the quality of information that is given to us. We will be 
making our decisions based on the perspectives of the people who show up and get recorded. You may not trust 
me to listen if you show up, but it is impossible for me to listen if you don’t. 

Skepticism #3: It is a really silly process. I do not necessarily disagree. I like quick, dynamic conversations with a 
lot of back-and-forth. The “Listening in the Spirit” format (where everyone speaks, one at a time, for 3 minutes 
each, and then we go around again, before being able to dialogue) can be frustrating. It is designed for 
particularly contentious questions, to make sure everyone has a chance to express themselves and to force 
people to listen to each other. It may not be the best format for the first, easier question, but it will be very 
helpful for the later questions. And this is our time to practice with it. 

That said, I am considering making my Town Halls a permanent, regularly scheduled activity (maybe once every 
two months at each location). So if you feel like the Listening in the Spirit conversation was not sufficient, there 
will be an additional place to process, with me directly, what came out of those listening sessions. 

Summary: This Partners in the Gospel process, and the 25 to 50-year decisions that come from it, is only as 
good as our investment in it. The more people engage in these questions, the more I can trust that our final 
decisions are the best ones possible. 

May the Lord bless you and your families  

 



Archdioceses News__________________________________ 

Support our Seminarians. Join the Crozier Society. 
The Crozier Society is now welcoming new members for 2026. Membership benefits include shared spiritual 
and social experiences throughout the year, including events with Archbishop Etienne. Enjoy faith and 
fellowship with other local Catholics while supporting the formation of our future priests. Visit 
archseattle.org/crozier 
 
Jubilee Year 2025 
Encourage your parishioners to make a pilgrimage to one of our five local pilgrimage sites! Learn about the 
Jubilee Year, find more details, download our communications toolkit and assets, view upcoming Jubilee events 
and more by visiting 

 
Parish News________________________________________ 
 
Faith Formation 
This year we have 107 students enrolled in our faith formation program, please keep them in your prayers as we 
begin this year’s classes.  
 
St Joseph Youth Group  
We invite all the kids ages 13-17 to St. Joseph High School Youth group. The group will meet every other Sunday 
from 9:30 am-10:45 am. If you need more information or need to sing up your kids, please contact Marisol at 
marisole@stjospeh-stpeter.org on (360)354-2334. 
 
Coffee Hour 
We have a new coffee hour plan, starting 9/14/25, But we need Volunteers to make it happen. Please contact 
Marilyn Wyss at 360 961 1168 or wyssm@outlook.com.  
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 Annual Craft & Bake Sale is Saturday, November 22nd. Contact Julia Gassman (360) 220-
3975/juliagassman@comcast.net for information or to get involved. Last year was a lot of fun and very 
successful. Please start crafting and finding those baking recipes. It takes all of us to put this together, your help 
is much appreciated.  
 
 
New office hours 
Starting on the week of the 6th of October, St Joseph Parish office will be closed on Thursdays, this is being used 
for staff to focus on administrative tasks.  This practice is also being used at all our other parish family 
churches. Sacred Heart closed on Fridays, Assumption closed on Mondays, and St. Joseph Ferndale closed on 
Wednesdays. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wyssm@outlook.com


Partners in the Gospel 
Partners in the Gospel Facilitator and Notetaker Training: For those interested in being a notetaker or a 
facilitator for the upcoming Partners in the Gospel listening sessions, there will be training. If you are interested 
in attending, click on the link below, contact your local PFAC representative, or email 
olivia@whatcomcatholic.org: 
September 23rd, 6:30-7:30 
 https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84548842959?pwd=adH7dsTcDxjOB777Y3xujs96omvkOH.1 
 If you are unable to attend the meeting, the meeting will be recorded. 
 
 

Affiliated Organizations________________________ 
Viking Catholic 

Viking Catholic is extending a warm welcome to all returning college students! We are a young adult ministry 
that strives to create a place where you can meet one another and grow closer to the Lord. In addition to the 
sacraments, we have opportunities like Bible studies, Retreats, Mission Trips, Service Trips, Hikes, and just 
plain fun. Life isn’t meant to be done alone and if you are a college student OR between the ages of 18-25 we 
would love to meet you. Check us out on Instagram @vikingcatholic 

Faith Alive – Session 2: The Holy Trinity 
Join Fr. Tyler for the second Faith Alive session on the Holy Trinity. 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Saturday, September 27th at 7:00 PM 
This is a Whatcom Catholic event, and everyone is welcome! 

 

In Case you missed it______________ 
Men’s Bible Study & Faith Sharing Group – Begins Thursday, 9/11 
All men of Whatcom Catholic Churches are invited to join our Catholic Men’s Bible Study group, 
starting Thursday, September 11, at 6:30 PM St Joseph, Ferndale in the Disciple’s Den. This weekly gathering 
is a space for men to grow in faith, deepen their relationship with Christ, and support one another through 
Scripture, prayer, and open discussion. No prior Bible study experience is necessary—just come with a desire to 
grow and connect. Contact David for more information: 360-594-9426. 
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Financial 

 
 
Year to Date Giving Summary 
through August    

 2024 YTD 2025 YTD % Change 

Assumption 163,338.61   173,392.43  6% 

Sacred Heart 97,874.57   107,916.11  10% 

St. Joseph - Ferndale 46,729.09   45,154.13  -3% 

St. Anne 25,376.05   24,454.20  -4% 

St. Joachim 9,782.62   13,991.83  43% 

St. Joseph - Lynden 43,596.44   41,776.94  -4% 

St. Peter 18,543.69   16,099.86  -13% 

    

Extra Collections Remitted Through 
August    

Peter's Pence  2,226.00   
Campaign for Human Development  110.00   
Catholic Relief Services  110.00   
Catholic Home Missions  1,967.00   
Church in Africa  1,028.00   
Archdiocese for the Military  2,460.00   
Priest Pension  680.00   
World Mission Sunday  25.00   
Rice Bowl  10.00   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Upcoming______________________________________________________________ 

 
Sunday, September 21 

• St Peter – Confession 8:15am 
• St Peter – 8:30 am Mass 
• St Joseph – Nocturnal Adoration 12am -10:30 am 
• St Joseph – 11 am Mass 
• St Joseph (Spanish Rosary) – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Youth Group – 7pm-9pm 

Monday, September 22 

• St Peter – 9am Mass 

Tuesday, September 23 

• St Joseph – Moring prayer group 9-11am 

Wednesday, September 24 

• St Joseph confession – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish Mass 6pm 
• St Joseph – Faith Formation Classes 6:30pm-7:30pm 

Thursday, September 25 

• St Joseph – Patriotic Rosary 11am 
• St Peter – Social Action 3pm-5pm 

Friday, September 26 

• St Joseph – 9am Mass 
• St Joseph - PREPARES Perks Class – 10am – 12pm 
• St Joseph – Divine Mercy Chaplet 2pm 

Saturday September 27 

• St Joseph - Little Giants 11 am 
• St Joseph - Confessions 4pm 
• St Joseph – Mass 5pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish rosary 6pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish Mass 7pm 

Sunday, September 28 

• St Peter – Confession 8:15am 
• St Peter – 8:30 am Mass 
• St Joseph – 11 am Mass 
• St Joseph (Spanish Rosary) – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Youth Group – 7pm-9pm 

 



 

 



 


