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ST JOSEPH, LYNDEN AND ST PETER DEMING 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2025 

 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. 
 -Matthew 28:19-20 
 
Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in 
Whatcom County, including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org. 
 
For St Joseph Staff Information, visit: https://stjoseph-stpeter.org 
 

Pastor’s Note________________________________________ 

Dinners 

I am starting to have dinner slots on my calendar that are going unfilled. If you would like me (or any of our 
priests) over to your house for dinner and a house blessing, please ask! I am also very happy to go out to a 
restaurant. You can e-mail priests@whatcomcatholic.org. 

With the current Mass schedule, I can generally do the following days: 

• Bellingham – every other Tuesday, every other Saturday 

• Northwest County – Wednesdays, every other Saturday 

• North / East County – Wednesdays 

First Friday Confessions 

I have made the decision to move 1st Friday Confessions back to Assumption year-round, rather than rotating 
them. We were not seeing the number of people we were expecting, and we suspect that the rotation made the 
location too unpredictable. On Oct. 03, they will begin at 4:30pm at Assumption and go until we run out of 
penitents. 

Assumption is central to the county, and many people who work in Bellingham will be able to hit confession on 
their way home. Still, it is hard to find 4 confession stations at that church. We may need a volunteer usher or 
two to help people know which priest is open. If you want to volunteer, contact Michael Rombaoa 
(michaelr@assumption.org). 

As a reminder, 1st Friday Confessions replace the previous system of Advent and Lent Confession Services. All 
four priests will be present most months. We are trying to provide more opportunities throughout the year. 

Finance Council 

I met with our County Finance Council last Saturday to go over final FY25 numbers. There were too many 
numbers and reports and questions for me to give you major takeaways. Elizabeth Ames, our Regional Director 
of Finance, is working on a year-end report to publish to the county. 

mailto:priests@whatcomcatholic.org


The thing we focused most on was our $115,000 county-wide deficit for FY25. A good amount of that came from 
increased salaries to staff. When I pushed some staff up to regional positions, those positions were more 
expensive because they have a significantly higher level of responsibility. And I also needed to even-out salaries 
across the county, since some churches had been paying certain positions the lowest amount allowed on the 
pay scale. I knew my salary increases were going to be expensive, but they ended up being more expensive than 
I anticipated. 

For this Fiscal Year, we are projected to have a $130,000 deficit. This is to be expected. Church income has 
been flat for a very long time relative to inflation, and expenses continue to go up. If we had a $115,000 deficit 
last year, $130,000 is actually rosier than might be otherwise expected. 

The Finance Council looked at our numbers and continues to look at our numbers, but they cannot find anything 
to cut. We have been cutting and cutting for a decade or more, and we are pretty bare bones at this point. We 
either need to find a way to operate with fewer staff; or we need to decrease building maintenance; or, as the 
Finance Council recommended, we need to focus on revenue increase rather than cutting. 

This deficit number has been giving me anxiety since the meeting, but then I did some math. $130,000 divided 
by 2,900 people at Mass each weekend comes out to $44.83 per person in the pews. So if every family of 2 gave 
$200 more over the year, or every family of 4 an additional $400, then we are balanced. If we spread those 
numbers over a year, that equates to $0.86 per person per week, or $3.45 per family of 4 per week. That 
seems doable. 

We generally talk about Stewardship in October, so we will make sure you have year-end financial reports in 
time for those discussions. 

May the Lord bless you and your families  

 

Archdioceses News__________________________________ 

World Rosary Day 
Join the Vatican and Catholics from all over the world in praying the Rosary at 10 am PT on October 7 for hope 
and peace on World Rosary Day, which is also the Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary. 
In this Jubilee Year of Hope, Catholics around the world will unite in one symphony of prayer for hope and 
peace. From the Vatican to local parishes, from classrooms to living rooms, let us join hearts across nations. A 
representative from the Vatican will lead the Rosary from Rome at 7 pm Rome time (10 am Pacific Time). 
Catholics in the Archdiocese of Seattle will be praying with him at 10 am Pacific Time 
 
Blessing of the Image of St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Join the Archdiocese of Seattle’s Native American community in celebrating the 13th anniversary of St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha’s canonization with the blessing of her new icon following the October 19th Noon Mass at St. James 
Cathedral. 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, the Lily of the Mohawks, was the first Native American saint.  
Born in New York state in 1656, St. Kateri was noted for her deep prayer life and special devotion to the 
Eucharist. Join us in a joyful celebration of Native American faith and culture.  
The miracle that led to her sainthood occurred locally under the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese of Seattle. Read 
about it in Northwest Catholic. 
Everyone is welcome. 
 
 

https://nwcatholic.org/news/jean-parietti/st-kateri-belongs-uniquely-to-the-northwest


Jubilee Year 2025 
Encourage your parishioners to make a pilgrimage to one of our five local pilgrimage sites! Learn about the 
Jubilee Year, find more details, download our communications toolkit and assets, view upcoming Jubilee events 
and more by visiting 

 
Parish News________________________________________ 
 
Coffee Hour 
We have a new coffee hour plan, starting 9/14/25, But we need Volunteers to make it happen. Please contact 
Marilyn Wyss at 360 961 1168 or wyssm@outlook.com.  
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 Annual Craft & Bake Sale is Saturday, November 22nd. Contact Julia Gassman (360) 220-
3975/juliagassman@comcast.net for information or to get involved. Last year was a lot of fun and very 
successful. Please start crafting and finding those baking recipes. It takes all of us to put this together, your help 
is much appreciated.  
 
New office hours 
Starting on the week of the 6th of October, St Joseph Parish office will be closed on Thursdays, this is being used 
for staff to focus on administrative tasks.  This practice is also being used at all our other parish family 
churches. Sacred Heart closed on Fridays, Assumption closed on Mondays, and St. Joseph Ferndale closed on 
Wednesdays. 
 
Prepares 
September has been a busy month for PREPARES.  Starting with the All-Parishes Old Fashioned Baby Shower on 
the First Sunday of the month, we honored seven new Moms and their Babies from 3 of our Whatcom Catholic’s 
communities - St. Peter’s, and both St. Josephs, Ferndale and Lynden.  Attending were Guests from the same as 
well as St Joachim.  We hope to have representation from ALL of Whatcom Catholic next year! 
On our monthly 3rd Friday Giveaway we served 60 Families, 6 of whom were new, with 98 packages of  Diapers 
and wipes, 40 bags of groceries and 591 Items from the Basement Boutique.    
The next day two Volunteers were invited to speak to the Catholic Daughters of America about the PREPARES 
program and its caring compassionate aid to Families who need just a little help occasionally to those in real 
need. Our program was gifted in return with a mountain of diapers! 
Our biggest group of Moms for our last Playtime and Picnics in the Parks gathered at Ferndale’s Star Park on the 
following Friday.  We will have room for two more preschool age children and their parents to join our 4th Friday 
morning Play With Love Free Playschool restarting in Oct. Please call Mary Skillman to register: 360)815-6564. 
Thanks again Parish Family for your generous donations of cooler weather clothing just in time for our “Back to 
School” Giveaway last week.  Next month the Knights of Columbus will be distributing almost 100 brand new 
coats at our October 17th Giveaway as we help take the Brrrr out of the cold months of Octoberrr, Novemberrr 
and December for our PREPARES Families 
Our current most pressing need is 2-4 dedicated Bilingual Spanish/English speaking  Volunteers to trade off 
every other month helping during the two hours on the Giveaway days. Please consider joining our “Merry Band” 
and call Pam Ames at 360)510-2334. 
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Ferndale Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 
 Saturday October 13, 2025 
9am-11am 
 Applebee’s 
1069 E Sunset Dr 
Bellingham WA 
Tickets are $15.00 and can be purchased at the door 
 
 
 

Affiliated Organizations________________________ 
 

School News______________ 
Love, Faith, and Basketball: Holy Hoops Marks 10th Anniversary 

The tradition continues—bigger than ever! This year marks the 10th Annual Holy Hoops FREE four-day 4-on-4 
Basketball Tournament. For a decade, Holy Hoops has brought our school community together through 
teamwork, sportsmanship, fun and faith.  

This year’s tournament will once again be free for all 5th–8th grade students, with both a boys’ league and a 
girls’ league. Each team will be made up of students from different grade levels and guided by Assumption 
alumni serving as coaches. Whether your child is an experienced athlete or trying basketball for the very first 
time, everyone has a place on a team. 

Note for 5th-8th students: Sometimes, students are hesitant to sign up because they are new to basketball. 
That’s OK! This tournament includes participants of ALL skill levels and that just adds to the fun. Encourage your 
friends and classmates to participate! Whether basketball is your favorite sport, or you’ve never shot a 
basketball- sign up to have fun with your friends after school and learn something new. We always have a great 
time (plus, you get a pizza party at the end)! Registration Deadline September 26th  

Participant Sign-Up Link 

Note for parents: This tournament is free, and the kids have a blast. We understand there are other after-school 
commitments, and the coaches will always work around them (all teams will have subs so it’s not critical for 
each player to be at every single game. Just let your coach know!) We also encourage you (parents) to come to 
the gym after school whenever you can to cheer on your favorite teams. If you have an ACS alumnus at home 
who is interested in being one of our awesome coaches, please encourage them to sign up. 

Coach/Alumni Sign-up Link 

A note to the ACS community: To keep this tournament free for all participants, we rely solely on event 
sponsorships from our generous community. There are levels to fit any budget, and all proceeds go toward 
putting on a great tournament for the students. Additional funds this year will help pay for basketball hoops 
repairs and a canopy for the cross country/track and field team! Registration Deadline October 7th.  

 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGXIXywtxwrevK6lDRGaEoy561j7vtWizconcCRc97_TI2ow/viewform?usp=header___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczphOm86ZmNlYjM5ODkzMTA3MWFjNzc5ZTU5ZjkzNjQwMjllN2M6NzowMWE1OjU2OGRlNGRjMGFjZTgwY2ZiYzI4NTA0OTQzY2FjNjExNmJiODcwZGJjMTM3ZjFiZTA3YzlhOGU1YzE0NjcyMTM6aDpUOkY
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfW5le-neOxIN6-46VlZHXyPwJkIHkifrztZJ0Mib_nqPu-0A/viewform?usp=header___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczphOm86ZmNlYjM5ODkzMTA3MWFjNzc5ZTU5ZjkzNjQwMjllN2M6NzplYWU2OjdhYmQyMGQzNzc0MjNkN2EzZDQxMzQwYTFjZWYyZmIyMTc1MGQxNmNjYWY2MTJhYzE1ODMzODgyMDE5MzJjYTc6aDpUOkY


Upcoming______________________________________________________________ 

 
Sunday, September 28 

• St Peter – Confession 8:15am 
• St Peter – 8:30 am Mass 
• St Joseph – Nocturnal Adoration 12am -10:30 am 
• St Joseph – 11 am Mass 
• St Joseph (Spanish Rosary) – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Youth Group – 7pm-9pm 

Monday, September 29 

• St Peter – 9am Mass 

Tuesday, September 30 

• St Joseph – Moring prayer group 9-11am 

Wednesday, October 1 

• St Joseph confession – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish Mass 6pm 
• St Joseph – Faith Formation Classes 6:30pm-7:30pm 

Thursday, October 2 

• St Joseph – Patriotic Rosary 11am 
• St Peter – Social Action 3pm-5pm 

Friday, October 3 

• St Joseph – 9am Mass 
• St Joseph - PREPARES Perks Class – 10am – 12pm 
• St Joseph – Divine Mercy Chaplet 2pm 
• Assumption – First Friday Confessions – 4:30 – 5:30 

Saturday October 4 

. 

 

• St Joseph - Little Giants 11 am 
• St Joseph - Confessions 4pm 
• St Joseph – Mass 5pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish rosary 6pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish Mass 7pm 

Sunday, October 5 

• St Peter – Confession 8:15am 
• St Peter – 8:30 am Mass 
• St Joseph – 11 am Mass 
• St Joseph (Spanish Rosary) – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Youth Group – 7pm-9pm 



 

 

 

Listening Sessions: Invitation and 

Importance 

Volunteer and Sign Up 

If you haven’t signed up yet for a Listening Session, there’s still time. We also need volunteers to serve 

as small group facilitators and note takers. Please reach out to a Parish Family Advisory Council 

(PFAC) member or your parish office to get involved.  We are grateful for those who have already 

volunteered and there is room for more. 

Why Listening Sessions Matter 

These sessions let us hear from as many parish members as possible, making sure decisions are 

informed by wide input. They foster community discernment, as we listen, pray, and share together, 

seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance for our parish’s challenges and opportunities. We are being asked to 

help shape the future of the Catholic Church in our county. 

What to Expect 

The first session will help us identify who we are as a parish. You’ll be invited to reflect on: 

• How your experiences and the parish’s gifts have brought you closer to God and impacted you 

spiritually. 

• How you’d describe the main gifts or strengths of our parish to a newcomer—what makes you 

proud? 

Please prayerfully consider these questions before attending. 

Shared Responsibility 

As Fr. Moore recently noted, these sessions depend on all of us—not just the PFAC. Your participation 

is essential to the sessions’ success and the future of our parish family. 

 

 



 

 



 


