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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. 
 -Matthew 28:19-20 
 
Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in 
Whatcom County, including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org. 
 
New staff page launched on Whatcom Catholic Website: Be sure to visit www.whatcomcatholic.org/staff to 
look at the staff directory for the entire county. This streamlined directory will allow those across the county to 
get in contact with Parish staff and the contact information for parish offices. 
 

Pastor’s Note________________________________________ 

I am featuring a “guest column” this week as we prepare for our first round of Partners in the Gospel Listening 
Sessions across the county. 

This is written by Paula Martin-Zender, an Assumption parishioner, the 4th grade teacher at Assumption 
Catholic School, and a key organizer of Assumption’s different Listening Sessions for the Synod on Synodality 
and Partners in the Gospel. 

 
Dear Parishioners, 

I was asked to add to the conversation of why parishioners might want to be involved with the Partners in Gospel 
listening sessions this month. I begin with prayer: 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created, 
and you shall renew the face of the earth. 
Let us pray. 
O God, who have taught the hearts of the faithful 
by the light of the Holy Spirit, 
grant that in the same Spirit we may be truly wise 
and ever rejoice in his consolation. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

When participating in Partners in the Gospel listening sessions in the way that was recommended by the 
Archdiocese a couple of years ago, I didn’t expect how vividly this prayer would come to life. I sat around a table 
with 
people whom I had seen numerous times at Assumption. I didn’t know 
their names nor their stories, yet we all shared the same faith and church building. 

http://www.whatcomcatholic.org/staff


In the first round, as I listened to their thoughts, concerns and convictions, it made me understand how they 
came to the positions they had. When they spoke, it was difficult not to immediately begin a dialogue. However, 
we were following the protocols given and could not speak yet. When it came to my turn, the group members 
deeply listened and understood my position. What I did not expect was the silence between the speakers. At 
first, impatience was apparent, wanting to skip the awkwardness of no one speaking. However, each period of 
stillness carried profound significance that invited the Holy Spirit to the table. Connections were made and 
themes were felt, even within very diverse opinions. The silence created a sacred space to see each other 
differently. 

As the rounds unfolded, the sparks of possibility grew. God’s presence kindled the fire of shared excitement for 
what our Parish Family could become. We began to trust the process, and to recognize the presence of God and 
the wisdom in our combined words and experiences. 

The Fruits of the Holy Spirit were unmistakably present: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

So, I invite you. Come speak and listen. Come pray and discern. Let the Holy Spirit whisper to you the 
possibilities, the dreams, and the steps toward renewal. Let us grow together in Christ. 

Come, Holy Spirit! 

Blessings, 
Paula Martin-Zender 

 
As a reminder, this is the schedule of Listening Sessions: 

Church of the Assumption, Bellingham 

• October 12th after the 10:00 am. Mass (Sunday) 

• October 18th after the 5:00 pm. Mass (Saturday) 

• October 19th after the 8:00 am. Mass (Sunday) 

• October 19th after the 1:00 pm. Spanish Mass (Sunday) 

• October 21st after the 5:30 pm. Mass (Sunday) 

Sacred Heart 

• October 5th after the 11:00 am Mass (Sunday) 

• October 26th after the 11:00 am Mass (Sunday) 

St. Anne, Blaine 

• October 2nd after the 9:00 am Mass (Thursday) 

• October 4th after the 10:30 am Mass (Saturday) 

St. Joachim, Lummi 

• October 19th after the 8:30 am. Mass (Sunday) 

St. Joseph, Ferndale 

• October 5th after the 10:30 am Mass (Sunday) 

• October 12th after the 10:30 am Mass (Sunday) 

St. Joseph, Lynden 



• October 11th after the 5:00 pm Mass (Saturday) 

• October 12th after the 11:00 am Mass (Sunday) 

• October 25th after the 7:00 pm Spanish Mass (Saturday) 

St. Peter, Deming 

• October 19th after the 8:30 am Mass (Sunday) 

 

May the Lord bless you and your families  

 

 

 

Vatican News_____________ 
Pope Leo XIV: Pray the Rosary daily for peace in our world 

This month of October, Pope Leo XIV invites the faithful to pray the Rosary daily for peace in our world and to be 
faithful instruments of reconciliation in their daily lives. 

 

Archdioceses News__________________________________ 

World Rosary Day 
Join the Vatican and Catholics from all over the world in praying the Rosary at 10 am PT on October 7 for hope 
and peace on World Rosary Day, which is also the Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary. 
In this Jubilee Year of Hope, Catholics around the world will unite in one symphony of prayer for hope and 
peace. From the Vatican to local parishes, from classrooms to living rooms, let us join hearts across nations. A 
representative from the Vatican will lead the Rosary from Rome at 7 pm Rome time (10 am Pacific Time). 
Catholics in the Archdiocese of Seattle will be praying with him at 10 am Pacific Time 
 
Blessing of the Image of St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Join the Archdiocese of Seattle’s Native American community in celebrating the 13th anniversary of St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha’s canonization with the blessing of her new icon following the October 19th Noon Mass at St. James 
Cathedral. St. Kateri Tekakwitha, the Lily of the Mohawks, was the first Native American saint.  
Born in New York state in 1656, St. Kateri was noted for her deep prayer life and special devotion to the 
Eucharist. Join us in a joyful celebration of Native American faith and culture.  
The miracle that led to her sainthood occurred locally under the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese of Seattle. Read 
about it in Northwest Catholic. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Jubilee Year 2025 
Encourage your parishioners to make a pilgrimage to one of our five local pilgrimage sites! Learn about the 
Jubilee Year, find more details, download our communications toolkit and assets, view upcoming Jubilee events 
and more by visiting 

 

https://nwcatholic.org/news/jean-parietti/st-kateri-belongs-uniquely-to-the-northwest


Parish News________________________________________ 
 
Coffee Hour 
We have a new coffee hour plan, starting 9/14/25, But we need Volunteers to make it happen. Please contact 
Marilyn Wyss at 360 961 1168 or wyssm@outlook.com.  
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 Annual Craft & Bake Sale is Saturday, November 22nd. Contact Julia Gassman (360) 220-
3975/juliagassman@comcast.net for information or to get involved. Last year was a lot of fun and very 
successful. Please start crafting and finding those baking recipes. It takes all of us to put this together, your help 
is much appreciated.  
 
New office hours 
Starting on the week of the 6th of October, St Joseph Parish office will be closed on Thursdays, this is being used 
for staff to focus on administrative tasks.  This practice is also being used at all our other parish family 
churches. Sacred Heart closed on Fridays, Assumption closed on Mondays, and St. Joseph Ferndale closed on 
Wednesdays. 
 
Faith Formation 
The Knights of Columbus cordially invite everyone to a Pancake breakfast on Sunday, Oct. 26 from 12pm. to 
1:30 p.at St Joseph Lynden, all funds raised will go to faith formation. 
 
 
PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE: 
Tuesday, October 7 Part 1: Reflective Reading 
Tuesday, Oct. 14 Part 2: Praying with Eyes, Heart, and Hands 
7 – 8 pm on Zoom 
PONDER, PRAY, PRACTICE 
How to sign up: 
1. Register by email with Myra at myra@stjosephferndale.org. 
2. Sr. Maureen will send the Zoom link the day of the event. 
 
BLAST NIGHT 
Due to homecoming conflicts in Ferndale, Lynden, and Bellingham, October 11th high school BLAST night is 
rescheduled to November 8th at the Ferndale campus. Fr. Moore has agreed to join us for “Ask a Priest night.” 
Signs will be posted on the Assumption gym doors, and any questions can be directed 
to  daniel@assumption.org. 
 
Ferndale Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 
 Saturday October 18, 2025 
9am-11am 
 Applebee’s 
1069 E Sunset Dr 
Bellingham WA 
 Tickets are $15.00 and can be purchased at the door 
 
 
 

mailto:wyssm@outlook.com
mailto:daniel@assumption.org


Annual Catholic Appeal  
A new ACA campaign status report came out from the Diocese and Praise the Lord; we’ve all achieved our 
goals! 
 

Parish City Goal 

ACA 2025 
Gifts and 
Pledges 
Through 
Week 21 

% of Goal  to 
Date 

Church of the 
Assumption 

Bellingham $119,081  $118,595  100 

Sacred Heart Church Bellingham $84,102  $92,873  110 
St. Joseph Church Ferndale $33,323  $38,690  116 
St. Anne Mission Blaine $18,413  $28,150  153 
St. Joachim Mission Lummi $7,544  $7,650  101 
St. Joseph Church Lynden $32,354  $38,019  118 
St. Peter Mission Deming $12,597  $15,231  121   

$307,415 $339,207 117 
 
 
 
 

School News_________________________ 
Viking Catholic 
There is one week left to purchase your tickets for the annual Spirit of Newman! This is the Viking Catholic 
annual Auction and Gala Dinner on Saturday November 15th. The night is full of inspiring testimonies, delicious 
food, and opportunities to see what the Lord is doing through the ministry. We are encouraging everyone to join 
us! Head to our website to purchase tickets! Https://vikingcatholic.org/spirit-of-newman Have questions? Send 
us an e-mail at spiritofnewman@vikingcatholic.org OR call our office at 360-410-0218 

 

School Mass-Thursday  

This coming week we wanted to let parishioners know that our school mass will be on Thursday morning at 
8:15am. Our 4th grade class is leading the Mass with a welcome, lectoring and bringing up the gifts.  Everyone is 
encouraged to attend and see our faithful students in action.  We will then begin adoration after the school 
mass as normal.   

**Please pray for our staff and teachers as they have a retreat on Friday, October 10th titled:  "Christ in the 
Classroom". And our wonderful students will have that day off of school. The main school office will be closed 
for the day.  

 

 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/vikingcatholic.org/spirit-of-newman___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczphOm86ZmFlZDk0YWVmN2U1ZDZlZGRhNTZlYTg1OWFkNTFlOTY6NzpjMTExOjFiZDU5MjE1OTI0NWZiOWVmMTdlZmUxYTljNzUxNDg3MjNlMDNlYTkzOTEzOTdlYWIzYjhmM2E5YzE0ZTJlYTQ6aDpUOkY


Upcoming______________________________________________________________ 

 
Sunday, October 5 

• St Peter – Confession 8:15am 
• St Peter – 8:30 am Mass 
• St Joseph – 11 am Mass 
• St Joseph (Spanish Rosary) – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Youth Group – 7pm-9pm 

Monday, October 6 

• St Peter – 9am Mass 

Tuesday, October 7 

• St Joseph – Moring prayer group 9-11am 

Wednesday, October 8 

• St Joseph confession – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish Mass 6pm 
• St Joseph – Faith Formation Classes 6:30pm-7:30pm 

Thursday, October 9 

• St Joseph – Patriotic Rosary 11am 
• St Peter – Social Action 3pm-5pm 

Friday, October 10 

• St Joseph – 9am Mass 
• St Joseph - PREPARES Perks Class – 10am – 12pm 
• St Joseph – Divine Mercy Chaplet 2pm 

Saturday October 11 

• St Joseph - Little Giants 11 am 
• St Joseph - Confessions 4pm 
• St Joseph – Mass 5pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish rosary 6pm 
• St Joseph – Spanish Mass 7pm 

Sunday, October 12 

• St Peter – Confession 8:15am 
• St Peter – 8:30 am Mass 
• St Joseph – 11 am Mass 
• St Joseph (Spanish Rosary) – 5pm 
• St Joseph – Youth Group – 7pm-9pm 

 
 
 



 


