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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in
Whatcom County, including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org.

New staff page launched on Whatcom Catholic Website: Be sure to visit www.whatcomcatholic.org/staff to
look at the staff directory for the entire county. This streamlined directory will allow those across the county to
get in contact with parish staff and the contact information for parish offices.

Pastor’s Note

Gone for Two Weeks

I am functionally gone for the next two weeks. Headed to Boston for a college reunion. It is only 6 days of
vacation, but | have obligations in Seattle upon my return. So no Pastor’s Note again until October 30.

Recent Book Recommendations

From time to time, | like to publish a list of books | have recently read that | would recommend for others. If you
want to track my reading in real time, you can follow me on
Goodreads: https://www.goodreads.com/user/show/47470930-fr-jeffrey-moore

Fiction:

I read about as much fiction as non-fiction, but | am less likely to recommend many of the books. They are often
interesting, but not as clean as | would want for me to recommend them.

e “Lord of the World” by Fr. Robert Hugh Benson

e Pope Benedict and Pope Francis both recommended this book, and | understand why. | cannot
stop thinking about it. In short, Humanism has won and Catholicism is the last remaining
supernaturalreligion, in precipitous decline. This book really forced me to confront the nature
and discipline of raw faith without external confirmations.

e “Project Hail Mary” by Andy Weir
¢ Really compelling sci-fi by the same guy who wrote “The Martian”. Made me tear up at the end.
Religious Non-Fiction:
e “The Way” by St. Josémaria Escriva

o Excellent and often challenging collection of spiritual aphorisms. Best read with a highlighter
and post-it notes.
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e “Godor Nothing: A Conversation on Faith” by Cdl. Robert Sarah and Nicolas Diat

e |found Sarah’s biography fascinating and inspiring. The rest of the book was good, but not life-
changing. | worry that the book is actually excellent, but that | have read too much theology for it
to be novel and exciting for me.

e “The Golden Legend” by Jacobus de Voragine

e A 13th century collection of stories of the lives of the saints. If you have ever wondered where
some story about a saint comes from, it comes from this book. Very helpful for understanding
Christian art and the Medieval devotion to the saints.

Societal / Political Non-Fiction:

e “The Anxious Generation: How the Great Rewiring of Childhood Caused an Epidemic of Mental
Illness” by Jonathan Haidt

e Exploration of how childhood has changed over the last 40 years, but especially how it has
changed due to the introduction of the smartphone. A lot of good food for thought as the
administrator of a school.

e “Democracy and Solidarity: On the Cultural Roots of America’s Political Crisis” by James Davison
Hunter

e Areview of American history, with special focus on what sources of solidarity have kept
American democracy operating as a cohesive unit. And an exploration of why American
democracy is fading and failing now that those sources of solidarity have vanished. The book is
heavy on five-dollar words — it seems accessible enough, but | also spent 6 years studying
philosophy and theology. Hyper politically balanced - the entire time, | was waiting for the shoe
to drop on one side or the other, but he was never once unfair to either political side, nor did he
let either side off the hook.

e “Conscience and Its Enemies: Confronting the Dogmas of Liberal Secularism” by Robert P. George

e | have been reading Prof. George since college and have always appreciated his insight,
especially as a member of the new school of Natural Law. This book was a fascinating look into
“pure” conservative theory (think Republican intellectuals before the advent of Pres. Trump).
There were some real surprises in there, like the essay against Marbury vs. Madison (which, |
learned, Pres. Lincoln also opposed).

e “The Other Slavery: The Uncovered Story of Indian Enslavement in America” by Andrés Reséndez

e Recommended by one of our parishioners, this was a dark side of North American history that |
had never really known about. | found the author incredibly fair minded and fact-oriented in
covering a topic that could easily have become polemical.

May the Lord bless you and your families
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Vatican News

Pope Leo XIV: Pray the Rosary daily for peace in our world

This month of October, Pope Leo X1V invites the faithful to pray the Rosary daily for peace in our world and to be
faithful instruments of reconciliation in their daily lives.

Archdioceses News

Celebration of Our Saints Mass

November 1, 2025

1T1Tam-12pm

St. James Cathedral

804 9th Avenue, Seattle

Join us in celebrating the saints from our diverse cultural communities.

Our saints inspire and intercede for us. When we become aware of their lives, we grow in our faith and trustin
God. This special mass led by Bishop Eusebio Elizondo brings Catholics from across the Archdiocese together
to honor and uplift the saints that hail from their respective cultural communities.

Attend in person or livestream on Youtube, Facebook or Vimeo.

All are welcome!

For questions, please contact Make Gallitelli, Director of Multicultural Ministry at
Make.Gallitelli@seattlearch.org.

Jubilee Year 2025

Encourage your parishioners to make a pilgrimage to one of our five local pilgrimage sites! Learn about the
Jubilee Year, find more details, download our communications toolkit and assets, view upcoming Jubilee events
and more by visiting https://archseattle.org/the-catholic-faith/jubilee2025/

Parish News

Coffee Hour
We have a new coffee hour plan, but we need volunteers to make it happen. Please contact Marilyn Wyss at
(360) 961 1168 or wyssm@outlook.com.

SAVE THE DATE

Annual Craft & Bake Sale is Saturday, November 22", Contact Julia Gassman (360) 220-3975
juliagassman@comcast.net for information or to get involved. Last year was a lot of fun and very successful.
Please start crafting and finding those baking recipes. It takes all of us to put this together, and your help is
much appreciated.

Faith Formation
The Knights of Columbus cordially invite everyone to a pancake breakfast on Sunday, Oct. 26" from 12pm to
1:30pm at St Joseph Lynden. All funds raised will go to faith formation.

Parish office Closed
The parish office will be closing at 11 am on Wednesday, October 15" because the staff will be attending a
Deanery meeting at St Charles in Burlington.
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Middle School BLAST

. Race to Midnight: Middle School BLAST Night is on Saturday, October 25th at the Church of the Assumption
Gymnasium! After the 5:00 PM Mass and Trunk-or-Treat, middle schoolers (6th-8th grade) will join between 7:30
and 8:00 PM, and the event runs until midnight. Cost is $10 per student; RSVP to daniel@assumption.org by
October 21st. Permission slips for all BLAST events this year are available

here: https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/6363/responses/new.

Year to Date Giving Summary through September
2024 YTD 2025YTD % Change

Assumption 239,864.76 246,434.53 3%
Sacred Heart 136,595.48 142,222.09 4%
St. Joseph - Ferndale 67,662.69 74,385.71 10%
St. Anne 34,471.13 37,434.11 9%
St. Joachim 14,917.43 18,370.14  23%
St. Joseph - Lynden 61,797.24 62,480.32 1%
St. Peter 25,466.63 22,504.31 -12%

Extra Collections Remitted During September

Campaign for Human Development 3,272.00
Catholic Relief Services 30.00
Catholic Home Missions 185.00
Church in Africa 10.00
Black & Indian Missions 60.00
Archdiocese for the Military 90.00
Priest Pension 255.00
World Mission Sunday 25.00

School News

Holy Hoops Week Celebrating 10 Years! October 14th-17th

For ten years, Holy Hoops has been more than a tournament- it’s been a tradition of teamwork, sportsmanship,
and community. It's where friendships are formed, memories are made, and the love of the game brings us
together. Join us as we celebrate this special anniversary and all that makes Holy Hoops unforgettable. Food
and concessions will be available from the 8™ grade parents and class with proceeds to help with their
Washington D.C. trip. Tournament times in the gym are 3:30 -7:00 pm each night. The schoolis so thankful for
the time, energy and dedication of Lisa Twining because it takes a very generous heart to make this event
happen. Hope to see you there!!
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Trunk or Treat Time Fun Event: October 25th

We are planning for another great turnout for those "Trunk or Treat" kids all dressed up in their costumes. It
does seem earlier this year because itis! Due to the calendar and Halloween falling on a Friday, we will
celebrate trunk or treat on Saturday(25th) right after the 5pm Mass. Please call Michelle King at 360-733-6133
to reserve a car spot or a table and treats if you like for that evening. The parking lot will be closed to
accommodate the set up for this fun evening.

Curious about Northern Deanery Catholic High School? Join us at an upcoming Family Information Night

Northern Deanery Catholic High School invites you to join us for one of our upcoming Family Information Nights.
Our Director of Implementation, Dr. Andy Remien, will talk about the school’s initial location, bell schedule,
tuition, the college-preparatory curriculum, and how NDCHS will combine excellent academics with a strong
foundation of faith, community, and purpose.

Whether you are a parent of a middle school student exploring high school options, or a parishioner excited to
learn more, we welcome you. Grandparents and extended family are also encouraged to attend!

Dates & Locations:

® Thurs, Oct. 9, 6-7 p.m. | Assumption Gym, Bellingham

® Thurs, Oct. 16, 6-7 p.m. | ICRS School Library, Mt Vernon
® Thurs, Nov. 6, 6-7 p.m. | Assumption Gym, Bellingham

® Thurs, Nov. 13, 6-7 p.m. | ICRS School Library, Mt Vernon

No registration is required. Bring your questions, and discover how Northern Deanery Catholic High School can
be the right fit for your family.

In case you missed it

BLAST NIGHT

Due to homecoming conflicts in Ferndale, Lynden, and Bellingham, October 11th high school BLAST night is
rescheduled to November 8th at the Ferndale campus. Fr. Moore has agreed to join us for “Ask a Priest night.”
Signs will be posted on the Assumption gym doors, and any questions can be directed

to daniel@assumption.org.

Ferndale Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
Saturday October 18, 2025

9am-11am

Applebee’s

1069 E Sunset Dr

Bellingham WA

Tickets are $15.00 and can be purchased at the door

Upcoming
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Sunday, October 12

e St Peter-8:15am confession

e StPeter-8:30am Mass

e Stloseph-11am Mass

e StlJoseph-after 11 am Mass PFAC Listening Session
e StJoseph - 5pm Spanish Rosary

e Stloseph-7pm-9pm Youth Group

Monday, October 13

e StPeter—9am Mass
Tuesday, October 14

e StJoseph-9-11am Morning prayer group
Wednesday, October 15

e StJoseph-5pm confession
e StJoseph-6pm Spanish Mass
e StJoseph-6:30pm-7:30pm Faith Formation Classes

Thursday, October 16

e StJoseph-11am Patriotic Rosary
e StJoseph-6:30pm-7:30pm Faith Formation Classes
e St Peter-Social Action 3pm-5pm

Friday, October 17

e StJoseph-9am Mass
e Stloseph-10am-12pm PREPARES Perks Class
e StJoseph - Divine Mercy Chaplet 2pm

Saturday October 18

e StlJoseph-11 am Little Giants

e StJoseph -4pm confessions

e StJoseph-5pm Mass

e StJoseph-6pm Spanish rosary

e StJoseph-7pm Spanish Mass

e StJoseph-8pm-10am Nocturnal Adoration

Sunday, October 19

e St Peter-8:15am confession

e StPeter-8:30 am Mass

e St Peter - after 8:30 am Mass PFAC listening session
e StlJoseph-11am Mass

e StJoseph-12:30pm-2pm OCIA classes

e StJoseph-5pm Spanish Rosary

e StlJoseph-7pm-9pm Youth Group






