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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. 
 -Matthew 28:19-20 
 
Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in 
Whatcom County, including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org. 
 
New staff page launched on Whatcom Catholic Website: Be sure to visit www.whatcomcatholic.org/staff to 
look at the staff directory for the entire county. This streamlined directory will allow those across the county to 
get in contact with parish staff and the contact information for parish offices. 
 

Pastor’s Note________________________________________ 

Reflections from Vacation 

Please forgive me for being so self-referential in this Pastor’s Note. When I come back from vacation, lots of 
people ask me how it went. I find it much easier to simply provide one note here than attempt to answer the 
same question many times in person. 

Visiting the Saints 

The greatest gift of my travels was the ability to pray at the tombs of St. Katherine Drexel and St. John Neumann 
– both American saints, both enshrined in Philadelphia. (Rather than recount their full biographies here, I will 
link to their Wikipedia entries: Drexel and Neumann.) 

At the tomb of St. Katherine Drexel, I asked her to intercede especially for the faith of the Lummi Tribe, and that I 
and our parish communities would know how best to serve Lummi Catholics. 

At the tomb of St. John Neumann, I asked him to intercede especially for our Archbishop and for myself, that the 
weight of our offices would not overwhelm us. (St. John Neumann famously offered his resignation to the Pope 
because he thought he was doing a poor job as Archbishop of Philadelphia – a resignation the Pope wisely 
rejected.) I forgot, at that moment, to pray for our school, but the wonderful thing about the saints is that I can 
continue to ask for his intercession even now that I am back in Whatcom County. 

Reconnecting with my Past Self 

Another grace was the ability to revisit my undergraduate college and to recollect some of the happiest and 
most fulfilling years of my life. I find for myself – and I imagine this is probably true for most people – that there 
are parts of me that I lose as the years and responsibilities grind me down, and also parts of me that I gain as I 
grow in virtue and discipline. I find it profoundly helpful to take time to reignite the parts that have faded and give 
thanks for the parts that have improved. 

Entering into Family Life 
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My last three days – after traveling from Boston to Philadelphia – I stayed in the home of a dear college friend, 
her husband, her 8-month-old daughter and her 2-year-old son. It is exceedingly rare that I get such an intimate 
look into family dynamics and all the work it takes just to keep very young children clean, fed, and happy. But I 
am so thankful that I got to be that close to my friend’s family for even that short amount of time. And it helps 
me to be a better priest to our families, in whose homes the bulk of the Christian faith is lived day-to-day. 

Perspective 

For me, the benefit of vacation is not rest (I generally maximize the itinerary) but perspective. Getting away from 
the day-to-day and changing my environment allows me to rethink my priorities and take the temperature of my 
life and decisions. 

Unfortunately, my post-vacation insight this time is that Partners in the Gospel and the change it has brought to 
my priesthood have been harder on me that I had previously been willing to admit. It is helpful to realize this 
about myself and is definitely something I will be following up on with my spiritual director and priest support 
group. 

May the Lord bless you and your families  

 

 

Vatican News_________________________ 
Pope Leo XIV: Pray the Rosary daily for peace in our world 

This month of October, Pope Leo XIV invites the faithful to pray the Rosary daily for peace in our world and to be 
faithful instruments of reconciliation in their daily lives. 

Archdioceses News___________________ 

Celebration of Our Saints Mass 
Nov. 1 | 11 a.m. | St. James Cathedral This special Mass, led by Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, brings Catholics 
together from across the archdiocese to honor and uplift the saints that hail from their respective cultural 
communities. 
 
Jubilee Year 2025 
Encourage your parishioners to make a pilgrimage to one of our five local pilgrimage sites! Learn about the 
Jubilee Year, find more details, download our communications toolkit and assets, view upcoming Jubilee events 
and more by visiting https://archseattle.org/the-catholic-faith/jubilee2025/ 
 
Washington Withdraws Attack on Seal of Confession 
In landmark settlement, state says it will not force clergy to violate sacramental seal WASHINGTON – The State 
of Washington agreed today not to force Catholic priests to violate the sacred seal of confession. The law at 
issue in Etienne v. Ferguson required priests to report information shared within the sacred confines of the 
Sacrament of Confession. A federal court blocked the unconstitutional law earlier this summer, just days before 
it was set to take effect on July 27. WilmerHale and co-counsel Becket and First Liberty Institute represent the 
lead plaintiffs Archbishop Paul D. Etienne, Bishop Joseph J. Tyson, and Bishop Thomas A. Daly, who filed the 
lawsuit earlier this summer. As part of its commitment to Safe Environment, the Catholic Church already 
requires priests to report abuse and neglect to law enforcement and other state authorities. The Church 
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originally supported the law’s broader goal of strengthening protections for minors and asked for a narrow 
exemption to protect the Sacrament of Confession. For centuries, the Catholic Church has upheld the belief 
that confession is a sacred encounter between a repentant sinner and God, acting through the priest, and must 
remain confidential so as to encourage such repentance. This principle—known as the seal of confession or 
sacramental seal—requires absolute secrecy from priests about anything said while administering the 
sacrament. A priest has a sacred obligation to keep everything he hears during the sacrament of confession 
completely confidential. The seal is so vital to the Catholic faith that any priest who violates it faces automatic 
excommunication. Over the centuries, priests have been imprisoned, tortured, and even killed for upholding the 
seal. Penitents today need the same assurance that their participation in a holy sacrament will remain free from 
government interference 

 
Parish News________________________________________ 
Coffee Hour 
We have a new coffee hour plan, but we need volunteers to make it happen. Please contact Marilyn Wyss at 
(360) 961-1168 or wyssm@outlook.com.  
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 Annual Craft & Bake Sale is Saturday, November 22nd. Contact Julia Gassman (360) 220-3975 
juliagassman@comcast.net for information or to get involved. Last year was a lot of fun and very successful. 
Please start crafting and finding those baking recipes. It takes all of us to put this together, and your help is 
much appreciated.  
 
Whatcom Catholic First Friday Confessions  
Assumption Catholic Church, Friday, November 7th, 2025, 4:30 pm –5:30 pm. Confessions with Multiple Priests 
 
Parish Bulletin 
Starting on the Week of October 26th , the parish bulletin will be sent via email, please call the parish office to 
update your email address. Limited copies of the parish bulletins will still be printed at the church entrance.  
 
PREPARES Volunteer Request for Christmas Toy Season: 
 The St. Joseph Lynden PREPARES program is gearing up for the Christmas season and will need volunteers to 
help set up our Christmas giveaway, where we will be serving over 100 families with gifts. Volunteers will help 
set up tables and then distribute gifts to our families. 
 Stay tuned for how to support our giving tree, which will be located at St. Joseph Lynden, where we will have 
over 100 kids who have signed up for gifts.   
December Giveaway volunteer list: 
 December 18th: 12 pm-7 pm 
 Set Up Volunteers Needed:12 
 December 19th: 8 am-5 pm 
 Volunteers Needed for Christmas Giveaway: 30 
 To sign up, please contact PREPARES volunteers Theresa Smart, Lynn Weeks and Erin Morris by email: 
 Theresasmart6@gmail.com 
 
Night of Gratitude 
An evening of beautiful music for the benefit of HOPE HOUSE. Concert begins at 7pm. Doors open at 6:15 for 
refreshments. Featuring vocal and instrumental soloist along with exciting choral performances! Hosted by Tom 
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and Wendy Donaghy at Lairmont Manor, 405 Fieldstone Rd., Bellingham. For reservations, please call or text 
Wendy at (360) 223-9989. Seating is limited, reserve early! 
 
Partners in the Gospel Update 
Keeping Parishioners Informed About Next Steps 
As we approach the conclusion of the first round of Partners in the Gospel listening sessions, we want to keep 
everyone updated on the important work happening within our parish community and across Whatcom County. 
• All listening sessions at each location will be completed by October 26th. 
• PFAC members will review and synthesize notes from each location, creating a  
summary report for parishioners at each church. 
• We will combine all location reports into a single, county-wide summary document  
reflecting input from Catholics throughout Whatcom County. 
• This county-wide summary will be shared with every parish, highlighting parishioner  
perspectives on “What are our Gifts?” 
• Our goal is to ensure transparency and keep everyone informed about the collective  
insights and next steps as we move forward with Partners in the Gospel. 
Thank you for your valuable participation and ongoing commitment to our community’s  
Future. 
 
Vocations Month 
Please join us in celebrating Priesthood Sunday by praying for our priests, asking God to bless their ministry and 
give them strength. Please take a moment and write a note of appreciation. You may place these in the 
collection basket (or give them to an usher after Mass). 
 

School News 
Northern Deanery High School project update 

The Northern Deanery Steering Committee hosted a gathering at Immaculate Conception Regional School in 
September, with catering generously provided by COA Mexican Eatery & Tequileria Mount Vernon. 

Our Director of Implementation, Dr. Andy Remien, shared an overview of the school mission, vision, curriculum, 
location, and more. Shawn Hoban, a foundational leader of Archbishop Murphy High School, and Benjamin 
Hall, a Bishop Blanchet senior, also gave inspiring talks about their experiences with Catholic education. A 
recording of the evening can be viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Q_-uwVSLf4. The Steering 
Committee is busier than ever in our work to launch this school, and we anticipate more exciting 
announcements throughout the Fall. To hear the very latest updates, we invite you to come to one of our 
upcoming Family Information Nights: 

Thurs, Nov. 6, 6–7 p.m. | Assumption Gym, Bellingham 

Thurs, Nov. 13, 6–7 p.m. | ICRS School Library, Mt Vernon  

Join us and bring all of your questions! 

Affiliated Organizations  
Women’s Connect 

Thursday, November 13th 

To Serve Him All our Days features, as usual, great food, prayer, singing by Tapestry, and Monica’s liturgical 
seasonal offering. In addition, there will be a beautiful presentation on Catholic Art in the home by Barbara and 
an inspiring testimony from one of our own veterans, Lisa Struthers from St. Anne’s. The Program runs from 6-
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8:30 pm at Sacred Heart Parish Hall. We look forward to getting together with you all and would like to remind 
you that you are welcome to bring a friend. There is a $10 charge at the door or on PushPay on our website. 
www.womensconnect.live 

 

Volunteers Needed to Help Cook Thanksgiving Dinner for Francis Place- Homeless shelter in Bellingham 

This Thanksgiving let’s come together to share the warmth of a home-cooked meal with the residents of Francis 
Place. We’re inviting volunteers to help prepare dishes for a special holiday dinner, and it’s super easy to 
participate! 

Here’s how it works: 

1. Sign up for a dish using our https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BA4A829A0F94-59820417-
francis 

2. Cook your item at home—anything from turkey and stuffing to pie! 

3. Drop it off at Francis Place on Thanksgiving Day so residents can enjoy a delicious, community-made 
meal. 

Whether you’re a seasoned chef or just love to contribute, every dish makes a difference. Let’s make this 
holiday feel extra special for our neighbors at Francis Place. 

Thank you for being part of the heart of our community!  

 About Francis Place: 
Francis Place is a housing program operated by Catholic Community Services (CCS) of Western Washington. 
CCS is committed to serving individuals, children, families, and communities struggling with poverty and the 
effects of intolerance and racism. We serve people in need, regardless of religious affiliation, race, or economic 
status. 

Francis Place is a Permanent Supportive Housing project offering 42 units of affordable housing to individuals 
who have experienced chronic homelessness and disability. Residents benefit from 24/7 supportive services, 
therapeutic programming, and ongoing case management. 

Our work is rooted in healing, trust and recovery. Many residents have experienced significant trauma, and we 
strive to provide safety, stability, and support in everything we do. 

 

Upcoming______________________________________________________________ 

 
Sunday, October 26 

• St Peter – 8:15am Confession  
• St Peter – 8:30 am Mass 
• St Joseph – 11 am Mass 
• St Joseph – 12-1:30 pm pancake breakfast 
• St Joseph - 5pm Spanish Rosary 
• St Joseph – 7pm-9pm Youth Group 

Monday, October 27 

• St Peter – 9am Mass 

Tuesday, October 28 
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• St Joseph – 9-11am Morning prayer group  

Wednesday, October 29 

• St Joseph– 5pm Confession  
• St Joseph – 6pm Spanish Mass 
• St Joseph – 6:30pm-7:30pm Faith Formation Classes  

Thursday, October 30 

• St Joseph –11am Patriotic Rosary  
• St Joseph – 6:30pm-7:30pm Faith Formation Classes  
• St Peter – 3pm-5pm Social Action  

Friday, October 31 

• St Joseph – 9am Mass 
• St Joseph – 2pm Divine Mercy Chaplet  

Saturday November 1 

• St Joseph -11 am Little Giants  
• St Joseph - 4pm confessions 
• St Joseph – 5pm Mass  
• St Joseph – 6pm Spanish Rosary 
• St Joseph – 7pm Spanish Mass  

 

Sunday, November 2 

• St Peter – 8:15am Confession  
• St Peter – 8:30 am Mass 
• St Joseph – 11 am Mass 
• St Joseph – 12:30pm – 2pm OCIA classes 
• St Joseph– 5pm Spanish Rosary 
• St Joseph – 7pm-9pm Youth Group 

 



 


