Weekly Bulletin

ST JOSEPH, LYNDEN AND ST PETER DEMING

November 9, 2025 - The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Part of the Whatcom Catholic Churches: For comprehensive information regarding all Catholic Churches in
Whatcom County, including priest schedules, Mass times and locations, please visit whatcomcatholic.org.

New staff page launched on Whatcom Catholic Website: Be sure to visit www.whatcomcatholic.org/staff to

look at the staff directory for the entire county. This streamlined directory will allow those across the county to
get in contact with parish staff and the contact information for parish offices."

Pastor’s Note

Going to Rome

From December 01 until December 13, | will be on pilgrimage to Rome.

I visited Rome for the first time in my life two years ago and | did not expect to go back so soon. But our Jubilee
focus at St. Joachim got me excited about the wider Jubilee celebration and | started to really want to get to
Rome during this Jubilee. And when two of my favorite Catholic podcasters, J.D. Flynn and Ed Condon, decided
they were going to host a pilgrim group, that sealed the deal for me. [You know they have to be

an exceptional draw for me to miss both Immaculate Conception and Our Lady of Guadalupe here at home.]

Bringing Your Intentions

The heart of a diocesan priest can and should never be far from his parishioners, so the most important thing |
want to do with this pilgrimage is to carry your intentions with me. Please use this form to let me know what to
pray for. | will carry the printed list with me and pull it out during my prayer time at each of the pilgrimage sites.

Visting the Saints

One of the things | learned from my first time in Rome two years ago is how much | appreciate praying at the
tombs of the saints. In St. Peter’s Basilica alone | can pray with St. Peter, St. Leo the Great, St. Gregory the
Great, St. John Paulll, and | am sure of bunch of other saints | do not sufficiently appreciate. Kneeling before
their bones, | have a strong sense that they get what | am praying for and that they are storming heaven for me.
Visting the Roman saints are a given. But this trip | am making the logistics of my travel far more nightmarish so
that | can make a very brief stop-over in Geneva (really, Annecy) to visit the tombs of St. Francis de Sales and St.
Jane de Chantal. St. Francis de Sales is an especially important saint to me because of his book Introduction to
the Devout Life which | credit for saving my spiritual life in seminary. | am not sure | could spend an entire
vacation in Geneva, so this seemed like as best a shot as any to visit one of my patrons.

I am also planning to visit, in Peterborough, England, the tomb of Katherine of Aragon. She is not yet even
declared a Servant of God, so it is wrong to think of this as a pilgrimage to a saint. But | am very curious about


https://forms.office.com/r/6YL2jHMxL2

her life and | think she may have displayed some of the heroic virtues that are required for canonization.
Someone in that position is complicated for us believers because we are not supposed to venerate someone
until the Church makes it “safe” through an investigation into their virtue, and yet the Church is not going to
investigate someone until there is sufficient devotional regard by the people. So, because the best flights from
Seattle to Europe go through London and that gets me close enough, | am going to contribute my own devotional
regard for this paragon of a Catholic queen.

Trying Out a Pilgrim Group

Over the years, different parishioners have asked me if | would ever host a parish pilgrimage to Rome or the Holy
Land, and | have always steadfastly said “no”. The cheeky reason | give is that | would prefer not to hate my
parishioners. But the more straightforward reason is not far off.

When | was in seminary, | was privileged to go with my classmates on pilgrimage to Ars and to the Holy Land.
And as much as | loved the guys | went to seminary with, | hated being on a tour group with them. There was
always one or two who were not listening to the instructions, showing up to the bus late, or generally not going
along with the program. And |, being a Type A, controlling, rule-follower COULD NOT STAND IT. So ever since
then, | have always travelled alone or with a very small group (like my family), because the chaos of groups
drives me mad.

Additionally, when | began as Pastor of Assumption, there was a pilgrimage to Italy scheduled that ended up
being cancelled because of COVID. Now, COVID was a dark time, and | encourage general amnesty for all
things done or said by anyone in 2020 and 2021. But let me tell you, things got ugly and parishioners started
blaming the parish or expecting the parish to intervene in all the refund disputes. | really did not want to see the
parish take responsibility for a pilgrimage ever again.

Well, | am wondering if it is time for me to overcome my biases. This is the first hosted pilgrimage | have been on
since 2016. We’ll see how it goes.

(If you really want a tour group to Rome sooner rather than later, Bishop Schuster is hosting a group that you are
welcome and encouraged to sign up for: https://www.gocatholictravel.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/Brown-Schuster-2026-Italy-Brochure.pdf)

Parish News

Phishing Attempts:
Please be aware that emails from the pastor or priests will only come

from frmoore@whatcomcatholic.org, priests@whatcomcatholic.org, chaplain@whatcomcatholic.org, frstephe
n@whatcomcatholic.org, or frgerardo@whatcomcatholic.org . There is currently a phishing attempt from
someone pretending to be Fr. Moore and using an email called pastormail0123. Please block these emails.
Example of Phishing attempt email:

“Good evening, do you have a moment | have a request | need you to handle discreetly. | am currently busy in a
prayer session, no calls so just reply to my email."

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Olivia Phillips at olivia@whatcomcatholic.org.

Angel Tree
Our Angel Tree supporting our Prepares families is up in the back of the church. All gifts are to be returned to the

parish office by December 10™. The angel tag must be firmly attached to your gifts. Gifts are not to be wrapped.
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Please provide gift value at $40 or less. Thank you for your support and generosity of our Prepares Angel Tree
this year.

Catholic Men’s Bible Study group

St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Ferndale.

Thursdays at 6:30 PM weekly in the Disciple’s Den

We are reading the book of Corinthians. This weekly gathering is a space for men to grow in faith, deepen their
relationship with Christ, and support one another through Scripture, prayer, and open discussion. No prior Bible
study experience is necessary—just come with a desire to grow and connect. Contact David for more
information: 360-594-9426.

Spanish Language Jubilee Pilgrimage Opportunity
November 21%% 5-8 pm

St. Joachim

Join Father Gerardo for a Spanish-language jubilee pilgrimage Mass on November 215t at 6 pm, with confessions
starting at 5 pm. Reception and commentary to follow the Mass. All are welcome, but it will all be in Spanish,
4195 Lummi Shore Drive, Bellingham, WA 98226.

Volunteer Needed

St Joseph Lynden is needing a volunteer to help with weekly data entry. If you can help, please call parish office

Coffee Hour
We have a new coffee hour plan, but we need volunteers to make it happen. Please contact Marilyn Wyss at
(360) 961-1168 or wyssm@outlook.com.

Annual Craft & Bake Sale
St Joseph, Lynden

Saturday, November 22,

Contact Julia Gassman (360) 220-3975 juliagassman@comcast.net for information or to get involved. Last year
was a lot of fun and very successful. Please start crafting and finding those baking recipes. It takes all of us to
put this together, and your help is much appreciated.

Parish Bulletin
The parish bulletin will be sent via email; please call the parish office to update your email address. Limited
copies of the parish bulletins will still be printed and available at the church entrance.

PREPARES

Do you enjoy working with toddlers and pre-school age children and families? PREPARES Play with

Love program is looking for more volunteers. Volunteers facilitate a play and learn group for parents and young
children. Volunteers need to be available the second Friday morning of the month. Contact Mary Skillman (360)
815-6564 for more information.
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ADVENTure Camp
St Joseph Ferndale
12pm-2pm. Sundays November 23, December 7, December 14, December 21.

Families: We invite you to register your children for ADVENTure Camp! For 4 Sundays after the 10:30 am

Mass at St. Joseph Ferndale, kids will gather to hear stories, sing songs, make a special craft, and learn all about
Advent and their faith. Don’t wait - space is limited to the first 55 children! Camp is open to children in grades
Preschool through 5th grade, and we welcome 6th graders and older to volunteer and help lead the fun! If you
are interested in Volunteering, please email dawn.stjoseph@gmail.com

Cost: $25 (covers all 4 Sundays). Lunch is provided each week.

Scholarships are available.

Register here: https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/6732/responses/new

Registration closes November 17th, or when the first 55 slots are filled, whichever comes first.

School News

No School Dates
There will be no school on Friday, November 7t for a teacher workday and on Tuesday, November 11" in honor
of Veteran's Day.

Open House
Sunday, November 9, from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm

We will host an Open House with an emphasis on our preschool and kindergarten programs. Current
Assumption families are welcome, and we encourage you to share the information with your friends and family
who may be interested. Parent and student ambassadors will be on hand to provide tours and answer
questions.

Soy House Fundraiser Nov.10th

Come and enjoy a wonderful dinner at Soy House, an Assumption family-owned restaurant. Address: 400 W.
Holly Ave. Bellingham, WA. All profits on this day will benefit the Assumption Class of 2026 and help fund their
trip to Washington, DC in the Spring. Thank you so much for helping.

Veteran’s Day Prayer Service & Speaker

On Monday, November 10th, Mrs. Creech has spearheaded a wonderful morning to honor our veterans and
inform our students of the sacrifice that they give to our country.

We look forward to sharing this day with our students, staff, parishioners and honored guests. | wanted to share
a little bit of information regarding our guest speaker, Leah Rosetti.

Leah Rosettiis a medically retired US Navy veteran who served for 10 years and has a diverse professional
background, having worked as a team leader and an E-5, responsible for loading and unloading ammunition,
bombs, and rockets on F/A-18C, F/A-18E/F, EA-6B, and F-14 aircraft. Leah served for 2 years as an Auxiliary
Police Officer for the Navy. Additionally, Leah has experience as an instructor with the American Red Cross, an
Aviation Warfare Instructor, and a First Aid Instructor with the U.S. Navy. She has a service dog named Maggie.
Leah has been paired with Maggie for 2 years, and Maggie helps Leah with daily activities and is a medical aid.
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Maggie is a very happy 3-year-old Labrador Retriever and brings Leah much joy. If you plan to attend, please
RSVP 360-733-6133.

Affiliated Organizations

CRS - Hurricane Relief

Please help us to help families in Haiti and Jamaica devastated by Hurricane Melissa. With sustained winds of
185 miles per hour, Hurricane Melissa swept through Jamaica, Haiti and Cuba, leaving destruction in its wake.
Your gift today can help Catholic Relief Services provide lifesaving support - including emergency shelter, clean
water and essential supplies - to families most at risk.

Across much of the Caribbean, Hurricane Melissa’s intense winds destroyed homes and buildings, uprooted
trees, and left tens of thousands of people without electricity. Jamaica suffered the greatest impact, as the
hurricane made landfall there on Tuesday, October 28" as a category 5 strength. In Cuba, residents of Santiago

de Cuba - the nation’s second-largest city - used machetes to clear debris-clogged streets. While Hurricane
Melissa did not make direct landfall in Haiti, the storm has produced heavy rains that have led to flash flooding
and landslides in many areas of the Grand Sud and blocked major national routes. Urgent needs across the
region include safe shelter, clean water, food and hygiene supplies. Please visit www.crs.org to make a
donation online. Thanks for your support!

Upcoming

Sunday, November 9 - The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

e St Peter-8:15am Confession

e St Peter-8:30 am Mass

e StlJoseph-11am Mass

e StJoseph - 5pm Spanish Rosary

e StlJoseph-7pm-9pm Youth Group
Monday, November 10

e St Peter-9am Mass
Tuesday, November 11

e StlJoseph-9-11am Morning prayer group
Wednesday, November 12

e StJoseph-5pm Confession

e StJoseph-6pm Spanish Mass

e StJoseph-6:30pm-7:30pm Faith Formation Classes
Thursday, November 13

e StJoseph-11am Patriotic Rosary

e StJoseph-6:30pm-7:30pm Faith Formation Classes

e St Peter-3pm-5pm Social Action
Friday, November 14

e StlJoseph-9am Mass

e StJoseph-2pm Divine Mercy Chaplet
Saturday November 15

e StlJoseph-11 am Little Giants
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St Joseph - 4pm Confessions

St Joseph -5pm Mass

St Joseph - 6pm Spanish Rosary
St Joseph — 7pm Spanish Mass

Sunday, November 16 - 33" Sunday in Ordinary Time

St Peter — 8:15am Confession

St Peter-8:30 am Mass
StJoseph-11am Mass

St Joseph - 12:30pm - 2pm OCIA classes
St Joseph-5pm Spanish Rosary

St Joseph - 7pm-9pm Youth Group






