
St. Joseph Mass Schedule:
Wednesday: 6 pm Español

Friday: 9 am
Saturday: 5 pm / 7 pm Español

Sunday:11am

St. Peter Mass Schedule:

 Monday: 9 am

 Sunday: 8:30 am

Confession: 
St. Joseph: 

Wednesday 5 pm / Saturday 4 pm
St. Peter  

Monday 9 am / Sunday 8 am

Social Action: 
360-354-3848

Website
www.stjoseph-stpeter.org

Facebook:
@stjosephlynden

For all up to date information on Partners in
the Gospel and Whatcom Catholic News

please visit 
Whatcomcatholic.org

Fr. Moore:
Pastor-Whatcom Catholic 

frmoore@whatcomcatholic.org

Fr. Thumbi: Parochial Vicar 
frthumbi@whatcomcatholic.org
Fr. Stephan: Parochial Vicar 
Stephan@whatcomcatholic.org
Fr. Tyler: Parochial Vicar

 and Viking Catholic Chaplin
chaplain@vikingcatholic.org

Parish Staff

Lorena Duarte
Location Manager
Se Habla Español

lorena@stjoseph-stpeter.org

Marisol Esparza:
PA Faith Formation and Hispanic Coordinator

Se Habla Español
marisole@stjoseph-stpeter.org

Regional Staff:

Elizabeth Ames
Regional Director of Finance

elizabeth@whatcomcatholic.org
Bert Bertschinger

Regional Director of Facilities
bert@whatcomcatholic.org

Liliana Marshall
Admin. Assistant for Whatcom Priests

priests@whatcomcatholic.org
Olivia Phillips

Regional Director of Operations
olivia@whatcomcatholic.org

Parish Office
205 12th St

Lynden, WA 98248
360 354-2334

info@stjoseph-stpeter.org

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 

 9am-4pm 
Closed 12-1pm  for lunch

Priest Office Hours
 appointment only

Emergencies Requesting A Priest
360 733 1388

Prayer Chain
St Joseph - 360 739 1983

St Peter - 592 5713

Horas de Oficina:
 Lunes a Viernes

9am - 4pm
 Cerrado para el almuerzo 12-1pm

 Horario de oficina del sacerdote
solo con cita previa.

Emergencias Requiriendo un
Sacerdote

360 733 1388

Online Giving/ 
Donaciones en línea:



St Joseph Roman Catholic Church and St Peter Mission recognizes that God is
with us in our diverse parish family. We follow Jesus who said, “As the Father

has Sent me, So I send you.” Inspired by the lives of Mary and the saints, we love
one another and serve those in need. We build our community by hearing, living,

and sharing the gospel message of compassion, justice and peace.
Proud Member of the Archdiocese of Seattle archseattle.org

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Iglesia católica romana de San José y la Misión de San Pedro reconocer que Dios

está con nosotros en nuestra diversa familia parroquial. Seguimos a Jesús que
dijo: “Como el Padre me envió, así también yo os envío”. Inspirados por la vida
de María y los santos, nosotros amarnos unos a otros y servir a los necesitados.

Construimos nuestra comunidad escuchando, viviendo y compartiendo la
mensaje evangélico de compasión, justicia y paz.

St. Joseph St. Peter

Budget $4,673.08 $1,850

Sacrificial Giving
Week of 05/18/25

$4539.26 $1928.00

Total $133.82 $78.00

The ascension of the Lord
June 1, 2025

Mission Statement

Weekly Giving

Register for Envelopes

 Archdiocesan Campaign: May - June 2025

May 11- June 15
Annual Catholic Appeal

June 28-29
Peter Pence

Souls we are praying for:
Almas por las que estamos orando

Jimena Puentes, Gladys Libolt, John Zender, Luz Belvo, Marianne Olson, Jim
Skillman, Ed Chase, Alredo Guillen, Harold Cronk, Ken Yarab, Bert Gendron,
Lois Zender, Vera Todahl, Eusebio Pareja Ortega, Jennifer Rasavage, Rosemary
May, Frank McCormick, Leonard Warner, Leslie Choquette, Sr. Maureen
Plotts, Frank Sweeney, Louise Ehlers, Nancy Kuelz, Red Zender, Eliz Duran,
Indelisa Duran, Tom Broz, Ruth Lyles, Mary Michael, Philip Howell, Elaine
Olney, Fernanda Ortiz Velazquez, Mark Hildebrand, Evangelina De Perea,
Ricardo Ortiz, Jose Angel Alvarez Rodriguez, Miguel Angel Godinez, Petra
Ramirez, Barbara Howell, Hector Olivarez, Michael McCormick, Noel
Choquette, Esperanza de Ayala, Carol Larson, Evangelina Chavez, Luz Maria
Meneses

Prayer List/ Lista de oracion
Beth Merideth, Roachelle May, Karen Maas, Henry Thomas, Bertha Arreola,
Kerensa Thomas, Ana Luisa Arreola, Apollo Green, Maira Ortega Martinez,
Wyatt Zender, Guillermina Ortega Martinez, Athena Larsen, Carmen Minaker,
Peter Sterbitzky, Troy Baisden, Mary Lindeman, Wilma Baisden, Elijah Hilgart,
Stephan Panatex, Maria Lopez, Joseph Visbeek, Jaelyn Hilgart, Mary Michael,
Jansma Family, Mary Ditolo, Roger Jervis, Carol Vandergraft, Kathleen Hilgart,
Jennifer Gassman, Sarah O’Donnell, Anna Gospodareva, Nicolas Kordich,
Carolyn Blakeway, Francisco Santeclies, Judith Kopak, Margaret Perugini,
Judith Boss, Chris Regis, Lucas Hilgart, Melisssa Weiss, Kelli Larsen, Jesus
Hurtado, Angela Cardenas, Heather Hodgson, John Major, Alenda Micheal,
Gordon Sund, Shufeque Rahman, Mark Tyburski, Turner Family, Jose Galvez,
Vialesh Jee, Fr. Sebastian Vincent, , Fr. Mauricio Hurtado, Mona Romero, Tom
Rippchen, San Farabou, Camila Sanchez Medin, Cory Plotts, Jenipher Schafer,
Peggy Chase, Daisy Phillips, James Flavin, Apollo Green, Jose Ona, Annie Ona,
Bernie Hilgart, Elijah Hilgart, Aiden Hilgart

The bulletin will no longer reflect 
the daily readings 

Please visit 
bible.usccb.org

 for daily audio and visual
bible readings

Daily readings:

Rotating Whatcom Catholic Confessions:

We will be resuming rotating 1st Friday
Confessions, in May and 

 the next location will be at
 St Joseph - Lynden

Friday June 6
 we will have multiple priests available 

from 4:30 - 5:30 pm.
----------------------------------------------

Habra roticion de confeciones cada primer
viernes del mes de 4:30 a 5:30 en diferente

iglesias. Habra varios padres disponibles para
dar confeciones. Aqui tienen las fechas y iglesias

donde se daran las confesiones.

06/06/25 Lynden
07/04/2025 - Assumption
08/08/2025 - Sacred Heart

09/05/2025 - Ferndale

Faith Formation. 
 Last Day for Faith Formation Classes was on Wednesday May 14, St
Joseph Registration for 2025-2026 classes will start in Mid June. More
information to come in future bulletins.



Wednesday: 
 7-8 pm - English Choir Practice 

Thursday: 
11:30am - Patriotic Rosary  
3-5pm - St Peter Thursday Afternoon
Friends
 

Friday:
3pm - Divine Mercy Chaplet /
Coronilla de la Divina Misericordia 

 3rd Friday of the Month - Diaper
Giveaway/sorteo de pañales: 3er
viernes del mes 

4th Friday PREPARES Play With
Love 10:30-noon. 
 

Saturday: 
11am-12:30 - Little Giants--Teenager
youth group / Pequenos Gigantes
Juvenil edades 

Sunday: 
7-9 pm - Young Adult Group from
(in the Parish Hall), Grupo de
Jovenes         Adultos.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nocturnal Adoration
Everyone is cordially invited to come adore the Blessed Sacrament on every 3 Saturday of
the month from 8pm to Sunday 10 am. We have a special need for volunteers for the 7:00
am – 10:00 am hours.  Interested folks should contact Mirna Zavala 360 922 4221 from the
Nocturnal Adoration society who will be coordinating the scheduling.

rd 

St Kateri Feast
Please join the St. Joachim Community in celebrating the Feast Day for St. Kateri on July
14  at 5 pm with a mass celebrated by Bishop Elizondo. There will be a Lummi Cultural
celebration followed by a potluck dinner and a historical tour. All are welcome to celebrate
St. Kateri! We are currently looking for donations of covered tents for the picnic. If you
have one that can be used for the picnic, please reach out to Myra at
myra@stjosephferndale.org

th

Treadmill needed
“Do you have a treadmill gathering dust? One of our new Claretian priests, Fr. Geraldo, is
in need of a treadmill. If you have one you would like to donate, please reach out to Olivia,
the regional director of Operations, at olivia@whatcomcatholic.org.”

Choir Members Needed
Please consider serving the Liturgy through singing or playing the piano. The St Joseph
Choir would love to have you join us. Please see Leona, after Mass with any questions you
may have. Please allow the choir to access the Communion line after singing. Thank you,
Leona

PREPARES NEWS: 
From our Giving Garage at this past Friday’s 3rd Friday PREPARES GiveAway, thanks
to you our generous Parishioners, we were able to serve 54 Families, 12 of whom were new,
with 73 packages of diapers and wipes, 52 bags of groceries and 434 Basement Boutique
items, including a bike and two Kiddie Kitchen sets! Thank You all so much.
The community is realizing this is a safe place to come, that the Catholic Church exists to
serve, and relationships are being formed. It takes approximately 12 Volunteers - two of
whom need to be bilingual in Spanish & English for a smoothly operating monthly
GiveAway like Friday’s to happen. To allow for absenteeism for illness etc. we can
definitely use more Volunteers. To become involved with our joy filled PREPARES
Ministry in any way please call the office, or call or text Pam Ames at 360)510-2334.

weekly events

Father Francis Thumbi
Farewell Mass and celebration 
Saturday June 7 after 7 pm Mass

and 
Sunday June 8 after 8:30 am Mass at St Peter
Sunday June 8 after 11 am Mass at St Joseph

Please call the parish office if  you would like to help cordinate this event

mailto:olivia@whatcomcatholic.org


CONGRADULATIONS to all our Children that received their
sacrament of First Communion on Sunday May 25. 

Please keep them in your prayers
Emilia Adkisson

Bricia Ambriz
Dylan Ambriz
Edwin Cacho

Yuririana Cardenas
Jose M. Zapata

Adelina Henderson
Nicole Hernandez Gonzalez

Bryan Jefferzon Herrera
Brian Huaracha
Briana Huaracha
Faith Huaracha

Rosa Guadalupe Lopez
Chriss Mejia Lopez
Deimy Mejia Lopez

Maritza Mendez
Sofia Mendoza

Byron A. Mendoza Marroqui
Enrique Mendoza Simon

Sofia Mendoza Ortiz
Jeancarlos Ortiz

May you be blessed with the
knowledge that you are never
alone in life and that God will
always be there to watch over

you and guide you.
 Amen

Alexa J. Ortiz Simon
Alina Ortiz Mendoza

Jocelyn Palomar
Ivan Rodriguez
Julian Romero
Jaylin Romero

Yamilett Brillit Salgado Vera
Lorenzo Solano
Kerany Torres

St Peter 4/27/25
Jackson Brown

Betty Cronk
Justin Cronk
John Hoza

Caleb Hubbard
Brayden Nolte

Addison Ramirez
Addison Skillman

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Recently, Father Moore made mention in a Pastor’s Note of a new consultative body formed of parishioners from Whatcom
County. This group is known as the Parish Family Advisory Council and will be working to guide Parish Family #2 through the
One Parish Planning process of Partners in the Gospel. You will see us in our role as PFAC members conducting listening sessions,
making ourselves available to answer questions, and attending Mass and events all around the county. We are on this Council
because we love our county and we love the Church. We want to use our time and our various skill sets to see the Catholic
community in Whatcom County thrive and grow.
We would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves by name, some of us you may already know and others may be
people you’ve never heard of. We are from all over the county and we are excited for you to get to know each of us throughout this
process! 
The current members of the PFAC are: Lacey De Lange, Gordon Plotts, Mary Williamson, Bill Zang, Sonja Wolf
Rowan Marsh, Bernie Hilgart And Jesus Hurtado
Our first listening sessions will be announced and held this summer. These will be conducted the same way as the listening sessions
held before the Parish Families were decided. We, the members of the Whatcom Catholic PFAC, are committed to keeping
everyone informed and encouraging everyone to be active participants as we move through the Partners in the Gospel process and
one of the primary ways to do that is to attend listening sessions. We want to hear your voices, and we hope you all would like to
hear each other as well.
Please keep an eye on weekly bulletins and at your places of worship for future messages and announcements from the PFAC
regarding our work and any upcoming events or listening sessions.
We would like to provide you with the questions that these first sessions will ask, in the hope that you will have plenty of time to
pray with them and reflect:
1.How have your experiences in our parish (and your experience of the parish’s gifts and charisms) brought you closer to God?
What has been the spiritual impact of your participation in our parish? 
2.If  you had to describe the main gifts and charisms of our parish to a newcomer in one sentence, what would you say? What is
your favorite part about being a parishioner? What stands out to you as something to be proud of?
Finally, we are all excited to be a part of this time of change and to serve our brothers and sisters here in Whatcom County. We
long to see the strengthening and growth of God’s Church in Western Washington and especially here, close to home in the very
communities in which we worship and participate in the Body of Christ.
May the Holy Spirit be our guide always!
Yours in Christ,
The Whatcom Catholic Parish Family Advisory Council



Fr. Moore Pastor Note
June 1, 2025

Balancing Priorities is HARD

A story from the trenches of managing 7 different churches:
Act #1 – Sacred Heart plans its Parish Picnic for June 01. They want the Pastor to be able to attend, so we switch my normal
Assumption and Sacred Heart weekends, and we find a way to schedule Fr. Thumbi for the Assumption Spanish Mass that I
normally have when I celebrate a weekend in Bellingham. All seems rosy.
Act #2 – Fr. Thumbi gets reassigned to Seattle, something that is only officially announced with 8 weekends left before the move.
It will take Fr. Thumbi 4 full weekends to say goodbye to all of our locations, he is gone for 2 of those weekends, and it takes us
more than a week to plan. The staff  scrambles to dodge various First Communions, Baptisms, weddings, and other Parish
events in trying to get Fr. Thumbi to all of these locations. A plan is set. It seems fine.
Act #3 – Earlier this week, we realize that Fr. Thumbi is scheduled to say the 12:30 pm Spanish Mass at Assumption (so that Fr.
Moore can attend the Sacred Heart picnic) immediately after his last 10:30 am Mass in Ferndale, preventing Ferndale from
having a send-off reception for their 8-year-Pastor. Being told of the conflict, Fr. Moore determines that it is more important for
Ferndale to have their send-off, because of how deep the relationship with Fr. Thumbi is there, and so he agrees to say the
Spanish Mass, causing him to miss the majority of the Sacred Heart picnic.

I have been hearing from a lot of people about how hard it is not to have opportunities to get to know their priests. I promise you, I
hate it, too, more than you can know. Things were so much easier when I was just the Pastor of Assumption, I only had to worry
about one church’s calendar, and I could easily show up to stuff. But I think the above example from this week shows just how hard
this balancing act is. We want to do every good thing for every location but are forced by circumstances to only do some. Our staffs
are not yet consolidated enough to calendar around each other, so these problems will persist for at least another year. Growing
pains are, well, painful.

Archdiocesan Lawsuit
The bishops of Seattle, Yakima, and Spokane are suing Washington State to preserve our 1st Amendment right to free exercise of
religion, specifically in the confessional. You will find more information about that in your different bulletins. For now, here is a
Northwest Catholic article: https://nwcatholic.org/news/kate-mcentee-deweese/bishops-of-washington-sue-state-say-new-law-
violates-the-constitution

Partners in the Gospel – Operational vs. Visionary
I have had a few conversations recently that are prompting me to provide a reminder about Partners in the Gospel.
From the parishioner perspective, Partners in the Gospel encompasses two huge chucks.

Chunk #1 is operational. This is just trying to get a bunch of previously uncombined churches to work together. It involves
technology and calendars and financial models and staff  reorganizations. Technically, NONE OF THIS is actually Partners in the
Gospel. It is just the result of a bunch of churches trying to share the same Pastor. Lots of churches experienced this reality in the
last 30 years (think of the Skagit Valley churches) when the Archdiocese was still “clustering” churches.

Chunk #2 is visionary. Unlike the clustering over the last few decades, Partners in the Gospel does not envision these churches
perpetually maintaining separate identities. (Previously, there was an idea that, should we ever get more priests, we could split the
churches up again. That number of priests is now obviously not realistic in most of our lifetimes.) Instead, the Partners process is
trying to get previously separate entities to develop a shared vision and identity, through consultation, conversations in the Spirit,
and coming up with a concrete plan.
I am finding many parishioners think that Partners is only Chunk #1, what they are currently experiencing, and are deeply
disappointed because it has not involved the depth of listening and consultation that was promised. But that is not accurate at all.
Most of what people have experienced to-date is short-term survival, which I need to carry out quickly in consultation with the staff.
Everything I have done so far can be easily un-done if  that is where Partners leads. The real Partners is going to go public in the next
couple months, as we start to roll out listening sessions and consultative mechanisms to try to develop this long-term vision and
plan.
tl;dr – hang in there. If  Partners is a roller coaster, we are still on the click-click-clicking uphill before the high-speed ride.
(You can find a LOT more information about Partners, the process, and the timeline at the Archdiocesan website:
https://archseattle.org/partners/)

https://nwcatholic.org/news/kate-mcentee-deweese/bishops-of-washington-sue-state-say-new-law-violates-the-constitution
https://nwcatholic.org/news/kate-mcentee-deweese/bishops-of-washington-sue-state-say-new-law-violates-the-constitution
https://archseattle.org/partners/
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Most Rev. Paul D. Etienne Most Rev. Joseph J. Tyson Most Rev. Thomas A. Daly 
Archbishop of Seattle Bishop of Yakima Bishop of Spokane 

Most Rev. Eusebio Elizondo, M.Sp.S. Most Rev. Frank Schuster 
Auxiliary Bishop of Seattle Auxiliary Bishop of Seattle 

From Washington bishops to the lay faithful 

Subject: Update on State Law

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

As you may know, Governor Ferguson signed into law a provision that seeks to require priests to 
violate the Seal of the Confessional in some circumstances. Priests are unable to violate the Seal 
under any circumstances. As the Vatican wrote on the topic in 2019, 

 
Indeed, the Church has said that “political action or legislative initiative[s] aimed at ‘breaching’ the
inviolability of the seal” are “an unacceptable offense against libertas Ecclesiae, which does not
receive its legitimacy from individual States, but from God.”2 

Given this troubling development in state law, we are addressing this matter through litigation. 
While the details of this case are sensitive and will be handled with care, we want to assure you 
that this action is being taken to protect the mission and integrity of the Church. 

The United States and Washington State Constitutions provide robust protection for our faith and 
we are confident in our legal position. Our attorneys have filed the case, and we will keep you 
informed as appropriate, while respecting the confidentiality required in such matters. 

Thank you for your prayers and faithfulness. May God bless you, and may Our Lady keep you in her 
care. 
In the Heart of Christ, 

The inviolable secrecy of Confession comes directly from the revealed divine right
and is rooted in the very nature of the Sacrament, to the point of not admitting
any exception in the ecclesial sphere, nor, least of all, in the civil one.1 

1Note of the Apostolic Penitentiary on the Importance of the Internal Forum and the Inviolability of the Sacramental 
Seal (June 29, 2019). 
2 Id. 


