
St. Joseph Mass Schedule:
Wednesday: 6 pm Español

Friday: 9 am
Saturday: 5 pm / 7 pm Español

Sunday:11am

St. Peter Mass Schedule:

 Monday: 9 am

 Sunday: 8:30 am

Confession: 
St. Joseph: 

Wednesday 5 pm / Saturday 4 pm
St. Peter  

Monday 9 am / Sunday 8 am

Social Action: 
360-354-3848

Website
www.stjoseph-stpeter.org

Facebook:
@stjosephlynden

For all up to date information on Partners in
the Gospel and Whatcom Catholic News

please visit 
Whatcomcatholic.org

Fr. Moore:
Pastor-Whatcom Catholic 

frmoore@whatcomcatholic.org

Fr. Thumbi: Parochial Vicar 
frthumbi@whatcomcatholic.org
Fr. Stephan: Parochial Vicar 
Stephan@whatcomcatholic.org
Fr. Tyler: Parochial Vicar

 and Viking Catholic Chaplin
chaplain@vikingcatholic.org

Parish Staff

Lorena Duarte
Location Manager
Se Habla Español

lorena@stjoseph-stpeter.org

Marisol Esparza:
PA Faith Formation and Hispanic Coordinator

Se Habla Español
marisole@stjoseph-stpeter.org

Regional Staff:

Elizabeth Ames
Regional Director of Finance

elizabeth@whatcomcatholic.org
Bert Bertschinger

Regional Director of Facilities
bert@whatcomcatholic.org

Liliana Marshall
Admin. Assistant for Whatcom Priests

priests@whatcomcatholic.org
Olivia Phillips

Regional Director of Operations
olivia@whatcomcatholic.org

Parish Office
205 12th St

Lynden, WA 98248
360 354-2334

info@stjoseph-stpeter.org

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 

 9am-4pm 
Closed 12-1pm  for lunch

Priest Office Hours
 appointment only

Emergencies Requesting A Priest
360 733 1388

Prayer Chain
St Joseph - 360 739 1983

St Peter - 592 5713

Horas de Oficina:
 Lunes a Viernes

9am - 4pm
 Cerrado para el almuerzo 12-1pm

 Horario de oficina del sacerdote
solo con cita previa.

Emergencias Requiriendo un
Sacerdote

360 733 1388

Online Giving/ 
Donaciones en línea:



St Joseph Roman Catholic Church and St Peter Mission recognizes that God is
with us in our diverse parish family. We follow Jesus who said, “As the Father

has Sent me, So I send you.” Inspired by the lives of Mary and the saints, we love
one another and serve those in need. We build our community by hearing, living,

and sharing the gospel message of compassion, justice and peace.
Proud Member of the Archdiocese of Seattle archseattle.org

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Iglesia católica romana de San José y la Misión de San Pedro reconocer que Dios

está con nosotros en nuestra diversa familia parroquial. Seguimos a Jesús que
dijo: “Como el Padre me envió, así también yo os envío”. Inspirados por la vida
de María y los santos, nosotros amarnos unos a otros y servir a los necesitados.

Construimos nuestra comunidad escuchando, viviendo y compartiendo la
mensaje evangélico de compasión, justicia y paz.

St. Joseph St. Peter

Budget $4,673.08 $1,850

Sacrificial Giving
Week of 05/04/25

$4,966.56 $2,030.47

Total $293.48 $180.47

Fourty Sunday of Easter
May 11, 2025

Mission Statement

Weekly Giving

Register for Envelopes

 Archdiocesan Campaign: April - May 2025

April 26- May 25
Annual Catholic Appeal

Souls we are praying for:
Almas por las que estamos orando

Jimena Puentes, Gladys Libolt, John Zender, Luz Belvo, Marianne Olson, Jim
Skillman, Ed Chase, Alredo Guillen, Harold Cronk, Ken Yarab, Bert Gendron,
Lois Zender, Vera Todahl, Eusebio Pareja Ortega, Jennifer Rasavage, Rosemary
May, Frank McCormick, Leonard Warner, Leslie Choquette, Sr. Maureen
Plotts, Frank Sweeney, Louise Ehlers, Nancy Kuelz, Red Zender, Eliz Duran,
Indelisa Duran, Tom Broz, Ruth Lyles, Mary Michael, Philip Howell, Elaine
Olney, Fernanda Ortiz Velazquez, Mark Hildebrand, Evangelina De Perea,
Ricardo Ortiz, Jose Angel Alvarez Rodriguez, Miguel Angel Godinez, Petra
Ramirez, Barbara Howell, Hector Olivarez, Michael McCormick, Noel
Choquette, Esperanza de Ayala, Carol Larson, Evangelina Chavez, Luz
Meneses

Prayer List/ Lista de oracion
Beth Merideth, Roachelle May, Karen Maas, Henry Thomas, Bertha Arreola,
Kerensa Thomas, Ana Luisa Arreola, Apollo Green, Maira Ortega Martinez,
Wyatt Zender, Guillermina Ortega Martinez, Athena Larsen, Carmen Minaker,
Peter Sterbitzky, Troy Baisden, Mary Lindeman, Wilma Baisden, Elijah Hilgart,
Stephan Panatex, Maria Lopez, Joseph Visbeek, Jaelyn Hilgart, Mary Michael,
Jansma Family, Mary Ditolo, Roger Jervis, Carol Vandergraft, Kathleen Hilgart,
Jennifer Gassman, Sarah O’Donnell, Anna Gospodareva, Nicolas Kordich,
Carolyn Blakeway, Francisco Santeclies, Judith Kopak, Margaret Perugini,
Judith Boss, Chris Regis, Lucas Hilgart, Melisssa Weiss, Kelli Larsen, Jesus
Hurtado, Angela Cardenas, Heather Hodgson, John Major, Alenda Micheal,
Gordon Sund, Shufeque Rahman, Mark Tyburski, Turner Family, Jose Galvez,
Vialesh Jee, Fr. Sebastian Vincent, , Fr. Mauricio Hurtado, Mona Romero, Tom
Rippchen, San Farabou, Camila Sanchez Medin, Cory Plotts, Jenipher Schafer,
Peggy Chase, Daisy Phillips, James Flavin, Apollo Green, Jose Ona, Annie Ona,
Bernie Hilgart, Elijah Hilgart, Aiden Hilgart

The bulletin will no longer reflect 
the daily readings 

Please visit 
bible.usccb.org

 for daily audio and visual
bible readings

Daily readings:

Rotating Whatcom Catholic Confessions:

We will be resuming rotating 1st Friday
Confessions, in May and 

 the next location will be at
 St Joseph - Lynden

Friday June 6
 we will have multiple priests available 

from 4:30 - 5:30 pm.
----------------------------------------------

Habra roticion de confeciones cada primer
viernes del mes de 4:30 a 5:30 en diferente

iglesias. Habra varios padres disponibles para
dar confeciones. Aqui tienen las fechas y iglesias

donde se daran las confesiones.
 

05/02/25 Ferndale  
06/06/25 Lynden

Faith Formation. 
 Last Day for Faith Formation Classes will be Wednesday May 14, St
Joseph Registration for 2025-2026 classes will start in Mid June. More
information to come in future bulletins.



Wednesday: 
 7-8 pm - English Choir Practice 

Thursday: 
11:30am - Patriotic Rosary  
3-5pm - St Peter Thursday Afternoon
Friends
 

Friday:
3pm - Divine Mercy Chaplet /
Coronilla de la Divina Misericordia 

 3rd Friday of the Month - Diaper
Giveaway/sorteo de pañales: 3er
viernes del mes 

4th Friday PREPARES Play With
Love 10:30-noon. 
 

Saturday: 
11am-12:30 - Little Giants--Teenager
youth group / Pequenos Gigantes
Juvenil edades 

Sunday: 
7-9 pm - Young Adult Group from
(in the Parish Hall), Grupo de
Jovenes         Adultos.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nocturnal Adoration
Everyone is cordially invited to come adore the Blessed Sacrament on every 3 Saturday of
the month from 8pm to Sunday 10 am. We have a special need for volunteers for the 7:00
am – 10:00 am hours.  Interested folks should contact Mirna Zavala 360 922 4221 from the
Nocturnal Adoration society who will be coordinating the scheduling.

rd 

Whatcom County Hospitality Committee
We will be creating a county-wide hospitality committee to help plan events for Whatcom
Catholic. Volunteers will help facilitate, plan, and set up county-wide events in conjunction
with Location Managers, Church Coordinators, and the Regional Director of Operations.
This is a wonderful opportunity to get involved and help engage with the greater Whatcom
Catholic community.
Please fill out this form if interested:
https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5086/responses/new
If you have questions, please feel free to reach out to Olivia at:
olivia@whatcomcatholic.org”

Choir Members Needed
Please consider serving the Liturgy through singing or playing the piano. The St Joseph
Choir would love to have you join us. Please see Leona, after Mass with any questions you
may have.  Please allow the choir to access the Communion line after singing. Thank you,
Leona

Life Prayer Group
Invitation for Life Prayer Group to all ladies 40 yrs old and older. Objective - to serve
God. First initial meeting in church, May 9, 2025, time 10 am and May 11, 2025 at 12:30
pm. For any questions please call Cleo 360 220 9660

Agape News: 
Are you attending Ski to Sea festivities in Fairhaven on May 25?
Park-by-donation at Sacred Heart Church, 12:30-6pm on Sunday, May 25.
All proceeds support Agape Food Bank, serving the farmworker community of Whatcom
County.

Parish Office 
Parish office will be closed on the following days
May 21 - Parish staff attending deanery meeting at Burlington
May 26 - In observation of Memorial Day

PREPARES NEWS: 
St. Joseph PREPARES program received a $1,500 grant from the CRS Ricebowl, and the
Church of the Assumption PREPARES program received a $1,000 grant also from the
CRS Ricebowl. This money will be used to help families experiencing food insecurity. We
are thankful for this money as it will continue to help support our PREPARES families
within Whatcom County.”

weekly events

LIONS CAMP HORIZON  @ Birch Bay, WA
A traditional summer camp experience for teens and adults with developmental or physical
disabilities. We still have limited spaces left for each camp session. Camp qualifies for DSHS
respite care. Need a summer job? We are looking for camp counselors (16+), activities staff
(16+), and camp cooks (18+). Check our website for details www.lionscamphorizon.org or
email Jen Lautenbach at executivedirector@lionscamphorizon.org.

https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5086/responses/new
mailto:olivia@whatcomcatholic.org


            PREPARES News

Due to Good Friday, our 3rd Friday GiveAway ended up
“piggy-backing” onto our 4th Friday Play With Love,
resulting in a v e r y busy yet still satisfying day of meeting
needs with not only “goods” but good cheer, because of such
generous Donors and lovely Volunteers!
 From 10:30-4:00 we served 5 of our 6 registered PWL
Families with a fun slate of activities including an egg hunt
and bubbles in the fenced back yard of the Regional Offices
annex. Next came 54 Families, 4 of whom were new, to be
served with 67 packages each of diapers and wipes, 39 bags of
groceries and 636 other items including a donation by the
Blaine FoodBank of 82 linens from comforter sets to rugs,
towels and sheets! The children got to enjoy an Easter egg
hunt among the clothes and other items while their parents
browsed through the above as well as a changing table, bike,
trike and other household goods. 
If anyone else would like to be involved in this happy ministry
please call or text Pam Ames at 360)510-2334. We can always
use more help!

Women’s Connect

Women’s Connect invite all women to their next event, "A
Life Fed By The Holy Spirit”, on Thursday May 22, 6 - 8.30
pm at Sacred Heart Parish Hall.
It features food and conversation, prayer, singing led by a
new women’s choral group called Tapestry, another fun craft
and liturgical offering from Monica. This time we feature a
testimony from one of our own, Sarah Kooistra, a local
lawyer, wife and mother of twins on how the Holy Spirit has
been the strength in her life.
We hope you will be able to join us. You can book your spot
on the website www.womensconnect.live and pay the $10 fee
through Pushpay on the site or at the door on the night. We
appreciate your RSVP as this helps us to prepare food and
crafts for each of you. 
We look forward to seeing you there.

CONGRADULATIONS to all our Adults and young adults that
received their sacrament of Confirmation on May 8 and will be
receiving their sacrament on May 15 at Assumption Church. 

Please keep them in your prayers

Candidates for May 8th
Matthew Allen Ingalls, 
Natalie Marie Charlton, 
Chloe Jane Dodd
Mason Steven Dodd
Angel Osvaldo Jose Gonzalez
 Sy Darryl Lautenbach
Macey James McDonald
Brady David McDonald
Zaid Alberto Diaz
Andy Cruz Balbuena
 Melody Yamaris Ortiz
 Amie Elizabeth Deschamps

Candidates for May 15
Adrian Aragon Ortiz
Adriana Aragon Ortiz
Lissette Jasmine Flores
Diego Alexander Flores
Ivan Daniel Garcia
Alexander Medina Gutierrez
Maria Celeste Mendez Ortiz
Briana Morales Figueroa
Marissa Mosqueda Acosta
Melissa Mosqueda Acosta
Ulises Olivarez Cazares
Nataly Joanna Ortiz Mendoza
Ashely Marisol Perez Lopez
Esmeralda Vazquez Sagrero
Lyliana Micaela Lopez Hernandez

May you be blessed with the
knowledge that you are never
alone in life and that God will
always be there to watch over

you and guide you.
 Amen

Candidates for May 15 - cont.
Jose Maria Puentes Gamas
Emir Hipolito Ramirez
Edith Gonzalez Vazquez
Omar Gonzalez Vazquez
Crystal Leon Ramirez
William Javier Mendoza Mendoza
Eddy Josue Pablo Ramirez
Faustina Perez Perez
Maria Adriana Vicente Lopez
Itzel Yuberli Villanueva
Karina Roxana Mendoza Mendoza
Eddy Estuardo Mendoza Mendoza
Edwin Adolfo Ortiz Mendoza
William Alonso Ortiz Mendoza
Robin Roberto Ramirez
Angel Enrique Barboza Figueroa
Gloria Estela Cristobal Lopez
Jose Luis Galindo Garcia
Erika Gonzalez Vazquez
Leobardo Leon Cruz
Angelica Maria Lopez Lopez
Pedro Lopez Lopez
Rosa Mateo Lopez
Irma Beatriz Mateo Mendoza
Victor Manuel Mejia Mejia
Enrique Mendoza Lopez
Felix Rodriguez Mendoza
Jeronimo Alberto Sian Tian
Reyna Matilde Simon Mejia
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Fr. Moore Pastor note
May 4, 2025

Parish Finances
We had a Family Finance Council meeting last weekend, and things are not particularly rosy. We are currently experiencing a county-
wide deficit of $116,000 (4.4% of total expected income), and that will increase as the year finishes out.
 When I am reviewing financial metrics, the number that matters the most is year-over-year giving. In order for our parishes to maintain
current services, our giving has to increase at the inflationary rate each year, otherwise we are shrinking. And we have to outperform
inflation if  we want to grow. I’ll use the most up-to-date numbers that include the entire county (some churches update their numbers
faster than others).

YTD giving July 01, 2023 – February 18, 2024:         $1,663,807.19
YTD giving July 01, 2024 – February 18, 2025:         $1,668,694.92
Year-over-Year Increase:                                                        0.294%
2024 Inflation Rate:                                                  1.9%

 So about $27,000 of our deficit through February is due to underperforming inflation. The rest is due to some costs (construction,
salaries, benefits) rising faster than the inflation rate and to regional staff  being more expensive than our previous local staff  model.
 It is for this reason that I emphasized so heavily in the Fall the percentage-based giving model. For most working people, their salaries
increase year-over-year, ideally keeping pace with inflation. If  we think about giving a percentage of salary to the Church, the inflation
problem takes care of itself, because when we get a raise, the Church gets a raise. But if  we think in discrete amounts (“I’ll give $20/week
or $100/month”) that number will often stagnate and the church falls financially behind.
 Elizabeth Ames (our Regional Director of Finance) and I will work with our Finance Councils to try to publish more numbers and
information so that you can better understand parish finances and how things are structured under Partners.
 
School Support
Every parish is required by the Archdiocese to support its local Catholic elementary school. A few years ago, as Pastor of Assumption, I
switched that model from supporting the school in general (which subsidized all families) to faith community scholarships (which help
Catholic families make Catholic school accessible). I thought supporting parish-specific families to attend Catholic school was more in
line with our parish missions and the use of parish funds.
 I spent part of the time before my retreat approving all of these scholarship applications. In order to qualify, families must be attending
Sunday Mass and be giving online or through envelopes. Once a family qualifies, the only question we ask is “What amount of help is
necessary for you to be able to send your child to Catholic school?”, and we trust our families to answer truthfully according to their
family’s needs and priorities.
 Last year, our parishes combined provided $188,000 in scholarships. Unfortunately, the total ask from qualifying families this year was
$211,000, a need we could not meet. I only felt comfortable increasing our total scholarship amount by 0.5% (a little over year-to-year
parish giving), so each family only got about 90% of what they asked for. We hope that this does not make-or-break any of our families’
ability to attend Catholic school. Regardless, I know many of our families are very thankful for what you – our parishioners – have been
able to provide, a gift that helps them make up the gap between total tuition and what they are able to pay.

Home Sick this Week
I picked up some virus at my Masses this weekend which really drained my energy, so I had to cancel all of my activities on Tuesday and
Wednesday this week. Thankfully, I had already reserved Thursday as a stay-cation day, so I did not fall further behind (I was not good
about scheduling all my vacation earlier in the year, so I have some use-it-or-lose-it random days off  this Spring). Three notes:

1.Remember, sickness is a valid reason to stay home from Mass, because it is outside of your control. I do not like getting sick, and
neither do your fellow parishioners. If  you stay home, simply try to spend extra time in prayer to recognize the importance of the
Lord’s Day.

2.Depending on how things progress, I may be wearing a mask at Masses this weekend when I’m around people. I am hoping we are
collectively beyond thinking of masks as political statements, and we can just use them practically to keep from breathing germs on
each other.

3.I really need to get sick more often! I got a ton of e-mails taken care of, and am now only 4 weeks behind, which is really something
given all of the activities before and after Easter.

 
Priest Assignments
Priest changes for July 01 are being published this weekend. If  our Family is going to experience a change, you will be informed via a
letter read at Mass this weekend. In that case, you should also expect an extra Pastor’s Note from me, via e-mail, on Sunday or Monday.
 
Blessings in Christ,



Fr. Moore Pastor note
May 11, 2025

Election of Pope Leo XIV
Every election of a Pope is a gift, because it shows God’s never-ending care for his Church by His continually giving us a
shepherd. That gift is especially poignant for many of us this week because our new Pope was raised in the United States, so
we have a kinship with him that we have never had before.
I want to reiterate what I said upon the death of Pope Francis, namely, that the Pope is a Christian man trying to do his best.
It is essential that we pray for Pope Leo XIV in his new role, that he would be open to all of the grace the Lord will be giving
him to shepherd the Church.
I also want to caution us against forming our opinion of the new Pope from the initial news coverage (even Catholic news
coverage). Such coverage tends to make these cardinals immediately into “good” or “bad”, “liberal” or “conservative”,
“traditional” or “progressive”. The weight of office has a tendency to change men, and the Pope may act differently under the
weight of his office than he has ever had to act before. Instead, we should listen directly to his words and read directly from
his documents. These will be the surest way to know his thoughts and see what he thinks the priorities of the Church ought to
be.

You can read Archbishop Etienne’s statement on the election of Pope Leo XIV here.

Mandatory Reporter Law
The Washington State legislature passed – and the Governor signed – its clergy mandatory reporter law without an exception
for the confessional. I do not need to add much additional commentary here, other than to reiterate what St. Peter said in last
week’s readings, that we will follow the laws of God rather than men. No one will ever compel a Catholic priest to break the
seal of confession.
All six of our representatives voted for this bill without amendment. (Sen. Lovelett, Rep. Lekanoff and Rep. Ramel in the
40th, Sen. Shewmake, Rep. Rule and Rep. Timmons in the 42nd).
Archbishop Etienne’s statement: English, Spanish
My previous commentary: March 19, February 18

Confirmations
On Thursday we had one of our two confirmation Masses, this one in English with the Archbishop. Next week we will
celebrate Confirmation in Spanish with Bishop Elizondo. It is an incredible joy to see these Catholic brothers and sisters,
some young and some adults, grow in the grace of the Holy Spirit. It is also always an incredible privilege to host our bishops,
who are our direction connection to the Apostles, who connect us to Christ. Thank you to everyone who has worked to bring
these folks to the point of Confirmation!


